1o be, or not to be: that is the question:

Whether it's nobler in the mind to suffer
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The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, ' — -. " - ' Ll | |
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing end them? To die: to sleep;

No more; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to. It's an ending
Devoutly to be wished.
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To4yHoe BpeMst HanucaHus «[aMnaeTa» HeusBecTHO. MBI 3Haem
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cucHe B 1600—1601 rosax. B ocHOBe ClOXeTa JEXAT NCTOPUS O TI0AY-
JETCHAPHOM MPUHLE AMIICTE — TEPOE [E10ro PANA CKaHINHABCKHX
NpeaaHni, KOTOPLIA TIPUTBOPSIETCS GE3YMHBIM, YTOOBI OTOMCTUTE 34
cMepTh oTud. Cloxker o [amnere He 6b11 M306peTeHues Lekenupa, Ho
TOJIbKO LHIeKenup cMOT Tak paciiipuTe 610 PAMKH W HATIQJHUTD MTheCy
Tako# pusocodekoit yduHOM, YTO OHa NMpeBpaTHAach B BeTHYaiilee
AUTEPATYPHOE MPONIBEACHNE. |

Tpareaust «[amMaeT» — 3TO UCTOPUS O NOPOYHOCTH U KU, MEC-
T U HEHABUCTH, O JIIOOBN M O HPABCTBEHHBIX BOJIE3HIX, KOTOPBIMH
nopaxeH Mup. [loanee Beero xynoxecTseHHas cuna Llexenupa rmpo-
ABUIIACK B 00pa3e TMAaBHOrO repos Tpareuu. [amaeT npeacraer nepex
HAMM KaK XXUBOKH, MHOTOTPAHHBII Ye/I0BEK, TIOJIHBII YYBCTB, MBICTEIH,
NPOTHBOPEYUi, coMHeHui. B. I beaunckuii nucan o Mmaere, yto on
«IyLUa, POXACHHAs 1S 106pa U e11Ie B [1EPBBIA pa3 yBUICBINAA 3710 BO
BCEH ero rHYCHOCTH», .

Ho «Jamnet» — 370 He TO1LKO BENMKAS Tpare/imst, HO U re HUATb-
HOEC IpAMAaTyPIrUYECKOe U [I0ITHYECKOE [IPOM3BERCHIUE C XapaKTepaMH,
MOTHBIMU APAMaTHYECKOH BbIpasuTenbHOCTH. Hecnyuaiino «famiera»
qaule, HeM Kakyw-a1bo JIpyryio meecy CTABAT HA TeaTPaA/IbHbIX CIIEHAX
MHPa U BHOBb U BHOBb [1EPEHOCAT HA IKPAH.

Mbl npeanariem BaM HpOUUTATE TPAreanio « [aMieTs Ha AHDTHi-
CKOM A3BIKe. B Lensax oGneracHus BoCnpusiTist NbeChl TEKCT MOABEpIes
HE3HAYNUTEIBHBIM COKpalEHUAM W U3MeHeHUAM. [TpakTuuecku mocne
KaXXAO0H CIEHBI MPUBOAATCH KOMMEHTAPUM, TIEPEBO/L TPYAHBIX CJIOB
H YTIPAXHEHMS, HANIPABACHHbIE HA NPOBEPKY NOHUMAHUS TEKCTA W
Pa3BUTHUC YCTHOH PCYH,



Characters

CLAUDIUS, King of Denmark

HAMLET, Prince of Denmark, Claudius’s nephew

POLONIUS, councillor of Staie

HORATIO, Hamiets fricnd

LAERTES, Polonius’s son

ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN, courtiers, Hamlet’s schoollellows
OSRIC, a courtier

FORTINBRAS, Prince of Norway

MARCELLUS and BERNARDO, officers

FRANCISCO, a soldier

TWO GRAVE-DIGGLERS

GHOST of Hamlet's Tather

GERTRUDE, Qucen of Denmark, Hamlet's mother, Claudius’s new wile
OPHELIA, Polonius’s daughter

LORDS. LADIES,

OFFICERS, SOLDIERS,

SAILORS, MESSENGERS,

ATTENDANTS

Scene Elsinore, Denmark.

ACT I

Scene |

Elsinare. A platform before the castle,
FRANCISCO at his post. Enter BERNARDO

BERNARDO
Who's there?
FRANCISCO
Nay, answer me: stand, and identify yourself.
BERNARDO
Long live the king!
FRANCISCO
Bernardo?
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BERNARDO BERNARDO

He. Say, what, is Horatio there?
FRANCISCO HORATIO
You come most quickly. A piece of him.
BERNARDO BERNARDO
1t’s now struck twelve; go to bed, Francisco. Welcome, Horatio: welcome, good Marcellus.
FRANCISCO MARCELLUS
For this relief much thanks: it’s very cold, What, has this thing appeared again tonight?
And | am sick at heart. BERNARDO
BERNARDO I have scen nothing.
Have vou had quiet guard? MARCELLUS
ERANCISCO Horatio says it’s but our fantasy,
Not a mouse stirring. And will not believe it or be touched by this dreaded sight,

twice seen by us:

Therefore [ have asked him along

With us to watch the minutes of this night;
That if again this apparition comes,

He may confirm what we see and speak to it.

BERNARDO
Well, good night.

If you meet Horatio and Marcellus, the companions of my watch,
tell them to make haste.

FRANCISCO

HORATIO
[ think I hear them. Stop! Who's there? Tush, tush, it will not appear.
FEnrer HORATIO and MARCELLUS BERNARDO
HORATIO Sit down a minute;
Friends to this ground. And let us once again tell you,
SiNce you are so against our story,
e i . :’:’hat ic. have lwngnights seen. &
And subjects to the Dane.,
HORATIO
FRANCISCO

Well, sit we down,

['wish you good night. And let us hear Bernardo speak of this.

MARCELLUS
0, good night, honest soldier:.
Who has relieved you?

BERNARDO begins to tell his companions the story of the GHOST, when the
GHOST ftself appears.

MARCELLUS
FRANCISCO _ Be silent: look, where it comes again!
Bernardo has my place. Good night. BERNARDO
Exit In the same figure, like the king that’s dead.
MARCELLLS MARCELLUS
Hey! Bernardo! You are a scholar; speak to it, Horatio.
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BERNARIDO
L.ooks 1t not hike the king? See, Horatio.,

HORATIO
Most like: 1t fills me with fear and wonder.

BERNARDO
It wants us to speak to it.

MARCELLUS
Question 1t, Horatio.
HORATIO
What vou arc that disturbs this time of might,
Together with that fair and warlike form
In which the majesty of the buried king of Denmark
Did sometimes march? By heaven | command you, speak!
MARCLELLUS
It is offended.
BERNARDO
Sce, it runs away!
HORATIO
Stay! Speak, speak! | command vou, speak!
fxit GHOST

MARCLLLUS
It’s gone, and will not answer.

BERNARDO
How now, Horatio! You tremble and look pale;
Is not this something more than fantasy?
What think vou of 1t?
HORATIO
Before my God, 1 wouldn't have believed it
If I had not scen it with my own cves.
MARCELLUS
Is it not like the king?
HORATIO
As you are to yourself:
Such was the very armour he had on
When he fought the ambitious king of Norway.
It’s strange.

MARCELILUS
Thus twice before, and exactly at this dead hour,
With military bearing hc passcs by our waich.
HORATIO
In what particular aim in mind 1 know not;
But in my opinion,
This foretells some strange eruption to our state.
MARCELLUS asks HORATIO why there are so many prepardtions for war. HO-
RATIO explains that Prince FORTINBRAS, the son of the late King FORTINBRAS

of Norway killed by King Hamlet of Denmark, has raised a force of lawless men
and plans to recover the lands his farher fost.

But look! It comcs again!
{ Ke-enter GHOST)

Stay, illusion! If you have a sound, or use of voice,
Speak to me;
If there be any good thing to be done,
That may help you and grace me,
Speak to me;
(Cock crows)
Stay and speak! Stop it, Marcellus.
MARCELLUS
Shall | strike it with my spear?
HORATIO
Do, it it will not stand.
BERNARIDO
It’s here!
HORATIO
I1t’s here!
MARCELLUS
It’s gone!
{ Exit GHOST)
We do it wrong, being so majestical,
To offer it the show of violence;
For it is, as the air, invulnerable.
Q



BERNARDO
kIt was about to speak, when the cock crew.

HORATIO says that the crow of the cock announcing the new day is believed 1o
make all the spirits disappear, and it really happened now.

We break up our watch; and by my advice,
Let us tell what we have seen tonight

To young Hamilet; for, upon my life,

This spirit, dumb to us, will speak to him.

MARCELLUS
Let’s do it, I pray; and I this morning know
Where we shall find him most conveniently.

Fxit afl

Helpful Words & Notes

Nay = No

For this relief much thanks — Crniacu6o, 4ro cMcHuIu (relief # — 30, cMmeHa
kapaynaa; relieve v — CMCHATL Kapaymn)

stirring = moving

Friends to this ground. — [py36s cTpanie.,

the Dane — JdatyaHinH (MMeeTCa B BUIY HATCKHK KOPOIL)

A piece of him. — Kycok ero (1yTouHoe BhipaxcHMe, Bpode Hawero «3 3a
HCrO» ).

dreaded sight — yxacHoc¢ 3peauine

apparition = ghost

Tush — Epynaa! Uyuib!

scholar — yuenstil, 00pazoBannbii dyesosek (fopalno 3HaeT JarbiHE, a
JAKITMHAHMS LYXOB B CPEAITHE BEKA NNPOUZHOCHIHCE HA NATbIHH.)

1t wants us to speak (o it. -— OH xoueT, UToGLI MBI C HEM 3aroBOpHIIH. (COTTACHO
MOBEPBLSM TEX BPEMEH, MIPHU3PAK HC MOT 3aTOBOPUTH NEPBbIM )

armour # — 10CIEXH

military bearing — pocHHaa BRITIPABKA :

This foretells some strange eruption to our state = This predicts that something
very bad will happen to cur country

late ¢ — 30. nOKOHHLITT

raise v — goex. POpMHpOBATh, CODMPATH

grace v — 3d. BO3HArpaxiarb

being so majestical — pa3 oH TaK BCJIU'IAB

upon my life — KI9HYCE YeCTHIO

dumb g — HeMOM
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Activities
Answer the questions.

1}  Where docs the action take place?

2} When does it happen?

3} What characters take part in this scene?

4)  Who relieves Francisco?

5) What kind of guard has Francisco had?

6) What does Bernardo do when he meets Horatio and Mar-
cellus?

7)  Why is Horatio there?

8) How many times did the ghost appear to the guards before?

9) What was Horatio’s initial response to the story of the
ghost?

10) What happens when the ghost appears for the first time?

[1) What does the ghost look like? What kind of armour does it
have on?

12) Is Horatio frightened by the ghost?

13) Why are there so many preparations for war in Denmark?

14} What happens when the ghost appears for the second time?

15) Why does it leave so abruptly (Bueszanso)?

16) Why does Horatio suggest talking about the ghost to
Hamlet?

Say why:

1) Francisco is glad to be relieved.

2) the ghost does not say a word that night.

3) Horatio is sure that the appearance of the ghost predicts
troubles for Denmark.

Prove that:

1) the ghost was offended by Horatio’s commanding voice.
2) Fortinbras intends to recover the lands lost by his father.
3) the guards were ready to use force against the ghost.
4) Horatio no longer thinks that the ghost is nothing more than
fantasy.
1]



1V What in your opinion makes

1)  Bernardo ask Francisco to identify himself?

2} Francisco say that he is ‘sick at heart™

3) Marcellus conclude that the show of violence to the ghost
was a mistake? '

A4 The ghost appears for the first time just as Bernarde begins to teli his
companions the story of its previous appearances. Vake up this story.

Vi Make up a summary of the scene as /oratio. Say:

1)  why you joined the guards that night;

2) what you expected to see there;

3) what really happened;

4) what vou felt about the ghost and its appearance,
5)  what you suggested doing aftcrwards.

Scene 11

A room of state in the castle.
Frter KING CLAUDIUS, QUEEN GERTRUDE, HAMLET, POLONIUS, I AERTES,
Lords and Attendants

KING CLAUDIUS

Though of our dear brother Hamlet’s death

The memory is still green, and that it is right that

We bear our hearts in griet and our whole kingdom

Is full of sadness,

Yet so far has discretion fought with nature

That we with wiscst sorrow think on him,

Together with remembrance of oursclves.

Therefore our sometime sister, now our queen,

Have we taken to wife.
CLAUDIUS then reminds the court about young Fortinbras who may be encour-
aged by King Hamiet's death to invade Denmark. He orders two men fo take a
letter to the King of Norway asking him to stop his nephew’s attack. The mes-
sengers leave the court.

And now, Laertes, what's the news with you?
You told us of some request; do you wish, Lacrtes?

12

LAERTES
My lord, your permission to return to France;
From where though willingly [ came to Denmark,
To show my duty in your coronation.

KING CLAUDIUS
Have yvou your father’s permission?
What says Polonius?
LORD POLONIUS
He has, my lord, persuaded me to agree:
[ beg you, give him leave to go.
KING CLAUDIUS
Take your fair hour, Lacrtes; time is yours,
And spend it at your will!
But now, my cousin Hamlet, and my son, —
HAMLET
(Aside) A little more than kin, and less than kind.

KING CLAUDIUS
How is it that the clouds still hang on you?

HAMLET
Not so, my lord; 1 am too much in the sun.

QUEEN GERTRUDE
Good Hamlet, take that night colour off,
And let your eye look like a friend on Denmark.
Do not forever with your heavy eyes
Look for your noble father in the dust:
You know it’s common; all that lives must die,
Passing through nature to eternity.
HAMLET
Ay, madam, it is common.
QUEEN GERTRUDE
If it is,
Why seems it so particular with you?

HAMLET
Scems, madam! Nay it is; 1 know not ‘seems.’
It’s not alone my inky cloak, good mother,
Nor customary suits of solemn black,
Nor windy respiration of forced breath,

13



No, nor the fruitful river in the eye, KING CLAUDIUS =

Nor the sad expression of the face, Why, itisa ILWH“I.*;‘ and a fair answer:
Together with all forms, moods, shapes of grief, Madam, come. Come away.

That can denote me truly: these indeed seem, Exit all but HAMLET

For they are actions that a man might play: HAMLET

KING

But I have that within which exceeds show:;
These are the trappings and the suits of woe.

CLAUDIUS

It is sweet and commendable in vour nature, Hamlet,

To give these mourning duties to your father:
But, you must know, vour father lost a father;

L4

Thal father lost, lost his, and the sons are obliged

To mourn in sorrow: but to carry on
In obstinate grieving 15 an action

Of undignified stubbornness; it is unmanly grief;

It shows a will most incorrect to heaven,
A heart unfortified, a mind impatient,

An understanding simple and unschooled:
It is a fault to heaven,

A fault against the dead, a fault to nature.,
We pray you, throw (o earth

This unprevailing griel, and think of us

As of a lather: for let the world take note,
You are the most immediate to our throne;
And with no less nobility of love

0, that this too too solid flesh would melt

Thaw and resolve itself into a dew!

Or that the Everlasting had not forbidden us

To take our own lives! O God! God!

How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable,

Seem to me all the uses of this world!

That it should come to this!

But two months dead: nay, not so much, not two:
So excellent a king; so loving to my mother

That he would not permit the winds of heaven
To visit her face too roughly. Heaven and earth!
Within a month — a little month — before those shoes were old
With which she followed my poor father’s body,
My father’s brother, but no more like my father
Than I to Hercules: within a month.

O, most wicked speed, to post

With such dexterity to incestuous sheets!

[t is not nor it cannot come to good:

But break, my heart; for I must hold my tongue.

Enter HORATIO, MARCELLUS and BERNARDO

Than that which dearest father bears his son, HORATIO :
Do I impart toward you. For vour intention Greeting to yvour lordship!
In going back to school in Wittenberg, HAMLET

It 1s against our desire:

And we beg you to remain

Here, in the cheer and comfort of our cye,
Our chiefest courtier, cousin, and our son.

QUEEN GERTRUDE

et not your mother lose her prayers, Hamlet:

| pray you, stay with us; go not to Wittenberg.

HAMLET

| shali in all my best obey you, madam.
14

[ am glad to see you well:
Horatio, — or I do forget myself.

HORATIO

The same, my lord, and your poor servant ¢ver.
HAMLET

Sir, my good friend; I'll change that name with you:

And why have you come from Wittenberg, Horatio? Marcellus?
MARCELLUS

My good lord —

15



HAMLET

I am very glad to see you, Good even, sir,

But why have you come from Wittenberg?
HORATIO

My lord, 1 came to see your father’s funeral.
HAMLET

I beg you, do not mock me, fellow-student;

I think it was to see my mother’s wedding.
HORATIO

Indeed, my lord, it followed soon after.
HAMLET _

Thrift, thrift, Horatio! The funeral baked meats

Were coldly served at the marriage tables.

I°d rather have met my greatest enemy in heaven

Than be there, Horatio!

My father! — I think I see my father.

HORATIO

Where, my lord?
HAMLET

In my mind’s eye, Horatio.
HORATIO

I saw him once; he was a good king.
HAMLET

He was a man, take him for all in all,

I shall not look upon his like again.
" HORATIO

My lord, I think I saw him last night.
HAMLET |

Saw? Who?
HORATIO

My lord, the king your father.
HAMLET

The king my father! For God’s love, let me hear.

HORATIO describes what he, Bernardo and Marcellus have seen, describing the

Ghost looking like the old king and armed from head to foot.
HAMLET
It is very strange.

16

HORATIO
As I do live, my honoured lord, it’s true,
And we did think it in our duty
To let you know of it.

HAMLET |
Indeed, indeed, sirs, but this troubles me.
I would I had been there.

HORATIO
It would have much amazed you.

HAMLET ;
Do you hold the watch tonight?

MARCELLUS BERNARDO
We do, my lord.

HAMLET -
I will watch tonight;
Perhaps it will walk again.
HORATIO '
I’'m sure it will.

HAMLET :
If it assumes my noble father’s person,

I’ll speak to it. I beg you all,
Give it an understanding, but no tongue.
Upon the platform, between eleven and twelve,
I'1l visit you.
ALL
Our duty to your honour.
Exit all but HAMLET

My father’s spirit in arms! All is not well;
-1 doubt some foul play: I wish it were night already!

Exit

Helpful Words & Notes

room of state — nmapagHas 3ana
attendants » pl/ — ciyrid; OpUOIILKEHHEIC
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green = fresh

discretion # — pasywm, Biaropasymue

leave = permission

‘Take your fair hour — B n106puiid vuac

kin # — poncricHHHK

let your eye look like a friend on Denmark — B3rnsinu Kak apyr Ha JaTCKOTO
B.LaJbIKY

Ay = Yes

particular = important

forced breath — saTpynHcHHOe ABIXAHHC

But I have thai within which exceeds show; these are the trappings and the suits
of woe. — To, 4T0 BO MHe, IIPaBIMBCH, YeM HIPA; 4 3TO Bee
MU LLIYpA.

HAapsI1 M

Mourning # — CKopob, GILIAKHBAIXE YMEPLIETO (MOUM ¥ — OMIAKHBATD)

obstinate ¢ — yvipsiMbiil, VOOPHDBII

it is unmanly grief - TaK He CKOPOHT MY KYHIILL

fault # — 3d. 'pex

And with no less nobility of love than that which dearest father bears his son, do
I impart toward you. — U 51 He MelLUICH 1LEAPOCTHIO AI0OBH, UEM ChiHA
CAMBIM HEXKHLIA W3 OTUOB, TeDs j1apio.

Wittenberg — Burtenbeprekuii ynusepeurer, rae yauncs Famier

the Everlasting - Bor

How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable, secem to me all the uses of this world! —
KAaKHUM ZOKYYHBIM, TYCKIBIM H HEHYKHBIM MHC KOKETCS BCE, HTO HH €CTh
Ha cnere! :

(), most wicked speed, to post with such dexterity to incestuous sheets! — [HycHas
MOCTICIHOCTD -~ TaK OPOCUTLCS 1A JIOXKE KPOBOCMEIICHbS!

or 1 do forget mysell — v 51 cam He 9

thrift #» — 3xK0HOMHUA, pacucr

I shall not look upon his like again — Takoro ucia0Reka. KaK OH, MHe G0BIIIC
HEe BHIATb.

assume v — 30. NIPpUHUMATL 00AHYUHE

[ doubt some foul play - 3neck uto-To KpoeTes

Activities
1 Say who is:
1y  Claudius.
2)  Gertrude.
3) Laertes.
4y  Polonius.
1 &

Il

I11

Match the two parts of the sentences.

1) King Claudius fearing young
Fortinbras of Norway may
invade Denmark,

2) The king and the queen do
not understand

3) Laertes asks the king's per-
mission to return to France

4) Laertes persuaded his lather
to let him return to France,

5y Claudius says that lo carry on
in obstinate grieving

6) Hamlet does not approve of
his mother’s marriage

7) Horatiosaysthat they let Ham-
let know about the ghost

8) If the ghost assumes his [a-
ther’s person

Answer Lhe questions.

a) Hamlet will speak to it.

b) from where he willingly
came to show his lovalty
[or his coronation.

¢) why Hamlet still mourns
his father’s death.

d) because it was their duty.

¢) is an action of undignitied
stubbornness.

) has sent messengers to
the King of Norway with
a letter.

g) and Poloniuvs asks the king
1o give him leave to go.

h) because she married his
uncle within a month of
his father’s death.

1) Where does the action take place? |
2) What does Claudius say to the court in the beginning of his

speech?

3)  What kind of letter did Claudius writc to the King of Norway?
4) What does Laertes want from the king?

5) Why is Gertrude worried about Hamlet?

6} How long has Hamlet been mourning ihe death of his father?
7) What reasons against Hamlet’s obstinate grieving does Clau-

dius give?

6)  What do Claudius and Gertrude want Hamlet to do that he

doesn’t want to do?

73 Do the king and queen let him go back to Wittenberg?
8) What is Hamlet’s attitude (oTuotzenve) to his mother's new

marriage?

9)  Who tells Hamlet about the ghost?

19



10) What 1s Hamiet's response 1o this news? HAMLET
| 1y What does he decide to do? No, it is struck.
HORATTO
e S Wiy Indeed? 1 heard it not: then it draws near the time
When the spirit walked.

) Laecrtes came to Elsinore from France. ’
Look, my lord, it comes!

2) the king and queen ask Hamlet (o stay.

3)  Hamlet is so gloomy and sad. Fnter GHOST
v Find in the text the words that prove that: FadLE] . . | 9
. Angels and ministers of grace defend us!
1)  Queen Gertrude is attentive to her son. If you are a spirit of good or goblin damned,
2) Ol King Hamlet was a loving husband. Bring with vou airs from heaven or blasts from hell,
3} Hamlet loved and respected his father. I your intents are wicked or charitable,
4)  Hamilet is depressed to the point of considering suicide. You come in such a gquestionable shape
5}  Hamlet is troubled by the appearance of the ghost. That I will speak to vou: 1'll call you Hamlet,
King, father, royal Dane: O, answer me!
vi Make up a summary of the scene. Let me not burst in ignorance; but tell

Why yvour bones, [rom the coftin,
Have burst their shroud; why your sepulchre,

Scene 111 Where we saw vou quietly lying,
A room in POLONILS house. Has opened its heavy marble jaws,
Enter LAERTES and OPHELIA To cast you up again. What may this mean,
They speak about HAMILE s fove for OPHELIA. LAERTES warns his sister about That you, dead body, again in complete steel
HAMEL TS aittentions to her and explains that HAMLET is a prince and heir to Revisit the glimpses of the moon,
the throne and cannol choose his wife as common people. OPHELIA accepts Making night hideous?
his advice. Then arrives their father, POLONIUS. EAERTES leaves. Alone with Say, why is this? What should we do?

OPHELIA, POLONIUS demands to know the truth of any relationship beiween
his daughter and HAMEET. He asks her not to believe HAMI ET's wordy of love,
He is afraid that HAMIET may be using his daushter. POLONIUS orders her not HORATIO
fo see HAMLLT any more. OPHELIA obevs. [t beckons you to go away with i,
As il it wanis
To talk to vou alone.

(HOST beckons HAMILET

Scene 1V
MARCELLUS

The platform. Look, with what courteous action
Enter HAMLET, HORATIO and MARCELLUS Lt waves vou to a more remoie ground:
HAMLET But do not go with 1.

The air bites; it is very cold. HORATIO

What hour now” No, by no means.
HORATIO HAMILET

[ think it’s almost twelve. It will not speak: then 1 will follow it.
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HORATIO
Do not, my lord.
HAMLET
Why, what should be the fear?
[ do not set my life in a pin’s fee;
And for my soul, what can it do to that,
Being a thing immeortal as itself?
It waves again: I'll follow it.
MARCELLUS
You shall not go, my lord.
HAMLET
Hold off yvour hands.

HORATTO
Be ruled; vou shall not go.
HAMIET
My late cries out,
Still am I called. Unhand me, gentlemen.

By heaven, 'l make a ghost of him that lets me!

| say, away! Go on; ['ll [ollow vou.
Exit GHOST and HAMLET
MARCLLLUS

Let’s follow: it’s not right to obey him.
HORATIO

Gio alter him. To what will this come?

MARCELLLS

Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.

HORATIO

Heaven will direct it
MARCLLLUS

Let's follow him.

Foit

Helpful Words & Notes

draws — comes

Angels and ministers of grace defend us! — [la xpansir vac anrean locnoni!
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If your intents are wicked or charitable — Eciin vn1 siinix siin 100pLIX YMBICIOR
MO HIEH

shroud # — capan

sepulchre # - rpobHUIA

To cast you up again — Y1006 nipepriyTh 1¢04 BHOBL

Revisit the glimpses of the moon, making night hideous — Berynaeun BHOBL B
MePIHAHHE JVHBI, HOUMDL HCKA3UE

heckon v MAHMTE, ACHATEL 3HAK {PYKOM WTH NANILUEM)

courteous — polite

| do not set my life in a pin’s fee  Mue KH3HB MOST jiciesae, desm OyiaBka

Be ruled — Cyvupurecn

Unhand me — OrnverHre MeHs

Something is rotten in the state of Denmark. — Hro-10 noarsmio 3 latckom
KOPOJMCBCTRE.

Activities

I Say whether the statement is true or false. If it is false, give the right
ANSWCT.

1) Hamlet joins the guards just after midnight,

2} The ghost doesn’t appear that night.

3) The ghost beckons Hamlet to go away with it.

4y Horatio and Marcellus agree that Hamlet should talk to the
ghost alone.

5)  Hamlet is afraid to go with the ghost.

6)  Horatio and Marcellus follow Hamlet.

11 Say why:

1y  Hamlel wants to speak to the ghost.

2)  Hamlet is not afraid 1o go with the ghosl.
3} Horatio and Marcellus can’t stop Hamlet.
4y They refuse to obey Hamlet’s order.

111 Who says to whom and in what circumstances?

1y Why, what should be the fear?
2) My fate cries out.
3) Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.
4y  Heaven will direct it
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v 1amlet sees the ghost for the first time. What does he feel? What does he
say? What does he do?

Vv Make up a summary of the scene.

vl What would you do if you were Hamle(? Would you follow the ghost? Talk
aboul it.

Scene V

Another part of the platform.
Lnier GHOST and HAMLET
HAMILET
Where are you leading me? Speak; ' go no further.
CGHOST
Listen to me.
HAMLET
I will.
G HOST
My hour has almost come,
When 1 to sulphurous and tormenting flames
Must render up myself.
HAMLET
Alas, poor ghost!
GHOST
Don’t pity me, but listen to
To what I shall reveal.
HAMILET
Spcak; [ am obliged to hear,
GHOST
S0 are you to revenge, when you shall hear.
HAMLET
What?
GHOST
I am your father’s spirit,
Doomed for a certain time to walk the night,
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And for the day confined to fast in fires,

Till the awful crimes done in my days of living
Are burnt and purged away.

Listen, listen, O, listen!

If you did ever love you dear father —

HAMLET
O God!
CiHOST
Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder.
HAMLLET
Murder!
GHOST

Murder most foul, as in the best it is;
But this most foul, strange and unnatural.

HAMLET
Let me know it, that |, with wings as swillt
As meditation or the thoughts of love,
May sweep to my revenge.

GHIOST

| {ind vou ready Lo act.

Now, Hamlet, hear:

It is said that, sleeping in my orchard,

A snake stung me:

But know, vou noble vouth,

The snake that did sting your father’s life

Now wears his crown.
HAMLET

(O my prophetic soul! My uncle!
GHOST tells HAMLET that CLAUDIUS Killed him by pouring poison iinto s ear
und seduced his wife. He then calls on HAMLET fo avenge him and kill CLAU-
DIUS. He also fells him not to kill the gueen advising HAMELET instead to leave
frer punishiment ro heaven and her own conscierce. Running ouf of time, the
GHOST tells HAMILET ‘Adieu, adieu! Hamlet, remember me’ before exiting.
HAMLET

O all you host ol heaven! O earth! What else?

And shall | include hell? Hold, hold, my heart;

Remember vou!
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Ay, you poor ghost, while memory holds a scat
In this distracted globe. Remember vou!

Yea, from the table of my memory

I'1l wipe away all trivial loolish records,

All wise sayings from books, all images, all impressions past,

That vouth and obscrvation copied there;
And vour commandment all alone shall live
Within the book and volume of my brain,
Unmixed with inferior matter: ves, by heaven!
() most pernicious woman!
O villain, villain, smiling, damned villain!
My notebook — better it i1s if | set it down.
That one may smile, and smile, and be a villain;
At least 1'm sure it may be so in Denmark:

{ Writing)

So, uncle, there vou are. Now Lo my promise;
It is ‘Adieu, adieu! Remember me.’
| have sworn it
MARCELLUS HORATIO
( Within) My lord, my lord, —
MARCELLLUS
(Within) Lord Hamlet, —
HORATIO
(Within) Heaven secure lnim!
HAMLLT
So be 1t!
HORATIO
( Within) Hello, ho, ho, my lord!
HAMLET
Hello, ho, ho, boy! Come, bird, come.
Enter HORATIO and MARCELLUS
MARCELLUS
How is it, my noble lord?
HORATIO
What news, my lord?

HAMLET
O. wonderlul!

HORATIO
Good my lord, tell it.

HAMLET
No; vou'll reveal it,
HORATIO
Not I, my lord, by heaven,
MARCELLLIS
Nor I, my lord.
HAMLET
How say you, then; you'll keep it secret?
HORATIO MARCLELLUS
Ay, by heaven, my lord.
HAMLET
There’s never a villain dwelling in all Denmark
But he’s an absolute knave.
HORATIO
There needs no ghost, my lord, come [rom the grave
To tell us this.
LHAMLET
Why, right: you are right;
And so, withoult more circumstance at all,
Let us shake hands and part:
You, as your business and desire shall point you;
For every man has business and desire,
Such as it is; and I'1l go to pray.
HORATIO
These are wild and senseless words, my lord.
HAMLLET
1"m sorry they offend you, heartily;
HORATIO
There’s no oftence, my lord,
HAMLLT
Yes, by Saint Patrick, but there is, Horatio,
And much offence too. Touching this vision here,
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It is an honest ghost, that let me tell you:
For your desire to know what is between us.
And now, good [riends,

As you are friends, scholars and soldiers,
(ive me one poor request.

HORATIO
What is it, my lord? We will.

HAMLET

Never make known what you have seen tonight.

HORATIO MARCELLUS
My lord, we will not.

HAMLET
Nay, but swear it.

HORATIO
In faith, my lord, not 1.

MARCEELUS
Nor I, my lord, in faith.

HAMLET
Upon my sword.

MARCELLUS
We have sworn, my lord, already.

HAMLET
Indeed, upon my sword, indeed.

GHOST
( Beneath) Swear.

HAMLET
Ah, ha, boy' Say vou s0? Arc you there?
Come on — you hear this fellow in the cellar —
Agree 1o swear.
HORATIO
Propose the oath, my lord.
HAMLET
Never to speak of this that you have seen,
Swear by my sword.
GHOST
( Benearh) Swear.
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HAMLET
Hic et ubique? Then we’ll change our place.
Come here, gentlemen,
And lay your hands again upon my sword:
Never to speak of this that you have heard,
Swear by my sword.

GHOST
(Beneath) Swear.

HAMLET
Well said, old mole! Can you work in the earth so fast?
A worthy miner! Once more remove, good friends.

HORATIO
O day and night, but this is strange!

HAMLET
And thercfore as a stranger give it welcome.
There are more things in heaven and carth, Horatio,
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy. But come;
Here, as before, never, so help you God,
How strange or odd | bear myself,
That you, at such times secing me, never shall
Pronounce some doubtful phrase,
As “Well, well, we know,” to note
That vou know anything of me: this not to do,
So swear. |

GHOST
( Beneath) Swear.
HAMLET
Rest, rest, perturbed spirit!
They swear
S0, gentlemen,
With all my love I do commend me to you.
Let us go in together;
And still your fingers on your lips, | pray.
The time is out of joint: ) cursed spite,
That ever I was born (o set it right!
Nay, come, let’s go together.

Fxit all
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Helpful Words & Notes

When 1 to sulphurous and tormenting flames must render up myself — Korua B
MYUHTCIbHLIH W CEPHBIH [ITAMCHD BCPHYTLCA JONKEH S

reveal v — OTKPbLBATH, PACKPLIBATE

So are you to revenge — M j1os1kei 0oTOMCTHTD

doomed g — oOGpeyeHnbiiA

And for the day confined {o fast in fires — A IHCM TOMUTBLC TOCPCIH OIHA

purge away phr v — 3d. BLITOPETD 1l
foul ¢ — ruycHbIv
sweep to my revenge — TMOMUATBCS K MCCTH
sling (stung, stung) v — XaINMTL
prophetic ¢ — npopoyecKHi, Benivui
seditce v — cODJIA3HATL, COBpALLATL
In this distracted globe — B necuacTHoM s1toM 1iape (laMaeT HMCCT B BUY
CBOK 10JIOBY)
commandment /7 - 3aBET, YKa3, [IPHKA3 i

pernicious @ — HaryoHbId

villain # — 370020

Within — 30. 3a clielioH

Hello, ho, ho — kv COKOMBHHYHX

There’s never a villain dwelling in all Denmark but he’s an absolute knave. — Her g
JatCcKOM KOPOIEBCTBE MOMICHA, KOTOPBIH He Dbl OBI OTIETLIM 1TYTOM.

In faith — K BIHYCH HECTBIO

oath 7 — KnsTEA

Hic et ubique? — aam. 3acchb v noseioay?

perturbed ¢ — BCTpeBOXKeHHBIH, BECHOKONH LI K%

I do commend me to you — H ropyuaio cebs sam

The time is out of joint: O cursed spite, that ever | was born Lo sel it right!
pacLlaTaics — W CKBEPHE BCCIO, ITO A4 POXKAEH BOCCTAHOBUTD Cro!

- Bek

Activities
I Answer the questions,

[} Who is the ghost?

2)  What does he want from Hamlet?

3)  Who is the murderer of Hamlet’s father?

4y How did Claudius kill his brother? v
5) What did Clavudius do with his brother’s wife?

6) What does the ghost tell Hamlet to do about his mother?
7)  Does Hamlet believe the ghost’s story?

8)  What promise does Hamlet make?
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9)

What does Hamlet write in his notebook?

10) What happens when Horatio and Marcellus join Hamlet?
11) What does he ask them to swear?

12) Who supports his demands for an oath?

3} Does Hamlet like the ghost’s interference?

14) Do Horatio and Marcellus hear the ghost’s words?

Complete the sentences.

1
2)

3)
4)

The ghost is doomed to walk at night and fast by day till...
The ghost asks Hamlet not to Kkill his mother and advises
instead...

The only thing Hamlet tells his {riends about the ghost is that...
Hamlet asks his friend to lay their hands upon his sword and
say...

Prove that:

1)

2)
3)
4)
5)

Hamlet is not surprised when the ghost asks him to revenge
his father’s murder,

the ghost follows Hamlet's conversation with his friends.
Hamlet doesn’t 1alk to the ghost in a respectful tone.
Heratio does not hesitate to make the oath.

Hamlet is sure that it is his fate to revenge for his father.

What do you think?

1)

3)

4)
3)

Why isn't Hamlet surprised when he learns who is the mur-
derer of his father? Does Hamlet consider his uncle a villain?

Why does the ghost ask Hamlet not to punish his mother?
What does he call the queen? What is Hamlet’s opinion of his
mother?

Why do vou think Hamlet refuses to tell Horatio and Mar-
cellus about his talk to the ghost? Are they oftfended?

Why do you think Hamict makes his [riends swear by his sword?

How soon would you expect Hamlet to go for his revenge? Why?

Make up a summary of the scene.

Imagine that you are Horatio. Describe what happened that night. Say what
you saw, heard and felt. Were you offended by the lact that Hamlet didn’t
tell you about his conversation with the ghost? Whal did they discuss? Can
you make a suggestion? '



ACT 11

Scene |

A room in POLONIUS’ house.

Enter POLONIUS and REYNAL DO,

POLONTUS gives REYNALDO money and notes and sends him to Paris to spy on
his son LAERTES" behaviour. OPHELIA enters. She is disiressed affer a meeting
with HAMLET who, she says, looked as if he had seen hell. POLONIUS is sure
that HAMLET is mad for fove of his daughter. He asks OPHELIA 1o go with him
to tefl KING CLAUDIUS about HAMIET's madness.

Scene Il
A room in the castle.
Enter KING CLAUDIUS, OUEEN GERTR UDE, ROSENCRANTZ, GUIHLDENSTERN
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KING CLAUDIUS asks ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN who have come
to Elsinore at his request to find out what is causing HAMLET's strange ‘trans-

Jormation.” The two young men agree and leave the room. QUEEN GERTRUDI

believes that HAMLET could only be upsetr by KING HAMLET's death and her
recent hasty remarriage.
Enter POLONIUS and the courtiers who have returned from Norway. The mes-
sengers say that the King of Norway has made Young FORTINBRAS abandon the
idea of a war with Denmark and has given him 3000 crowns and the permission
to use his forces against the King of Poland. The messengers have brought the
letter from the King of Norway asking KING CLAUDIUS to let FORTINBRAS'
army pass through Denmark on the way to Poland. KING CLAUDIUS is happy
with this news. The messengers leave.
POLONIYS informs the KING and the QUEEN that he has found the cause of
HAMI ET's madness. He explains that the prince is madly in fove with OPHELIA.
He suggests that they could have a proof if he and the KING hide and waich
OPHELIA and HAMLET's meeting. The KING agrees.
Exit KING CLAUDIUS and QUEEN GETRUDE
Enter HAMLET, reading
LORLD POLONIUS

How does my good Lord Hamlet?

HAMLET

WwWell, thank you.
LORD POLONIUS

Do you know me, my lord?
HAMLET

Excelicnt well; you are a fishmonger.
LORID POLONILS

Not I, my lord.

HAMLET
Then | wish vou were so honest a man.

| ORD POLONIUS
Honest, my lord!

HAMLET
Ay, sir; to be honest, as this world gocs, is to be one man picked
out of ten thousand.
LORD POLONIUS
That’s very true, my lord.
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HAMLET
For if the sun breed maggots in a dead dog, being a god Kissing car-
rion — Have you a daughter?
LORD POLONIUS
| have, my lord.
HAMLET
[.et her not walk in the sun.
Friend, look to it.
[LORD POLONIUS
(Aside) What do you think of that? Still talking only of my daugh-
ter: yet he did not know me at first; he said 1 was a fishmonger: he
is far gone, far gone.
I'll speak to him again.
What do you read, my lord?
HAMLET
Words, words, words.
LORD POLONIUS
What is the matter, my lord?
HAMLET
Between who!

LORD POLONIUS
| mean, the matter that you read, my lord.

HAMLET
Slanders, sir: for the satirical rogue says here that old men have
grey beards, that their faces are wrinkled, their eyes purging thick
amber and plum-tree gum and that they have a plentiful lack of wit,
together with most weak hams: all which, sir, though | most pow-
criully believe, vet [ hold it not honesty to have it thus set down,
for yourself, sir, should be old as I am,f like a crab you could go
backward.

LORD POLONIUS
(Aside) Though this is madness, vet there is method in it. Will you
walk out of the air, my lord?

HAMLET
Into my grave?

LORD POLONILIS
Indeed, that 1s out of the air.
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(Aside) How interesting sometimes his answers are! | will leave
him, and immediately arrange a meeting between him and my
daughter. — My honourable lord, 1 will take my leave of you.
HAMLET
You cannot, sir, take from me any thing that I will more willingly
part with: except my life, except my life, except my life.
LORD POILONILIS
Farewell, my lord.
HAMLET
These boring old fools!

Enter ROSENCRANTZ and Guildenstern
LORD POLONIUS
You go to look for the Lord Hamlet; there he is.
ROSENCRANTZ
(To poLoNIUS) Thank vou, sir!
Exit POLONIUS
GUILDENSTERN
My honoured lord!
ROSENCRANTZ
My most dear lord!
HAMLET
My excellent good friends! How are you, Guildenstern? Ah,
Rosencrantz! Good lads, how do you both?
ROSENCRANTZ
As the indifferent children of the earth.,
GUILDENSTERN
Happy. in that we arc not over-happy.
HAMLET
What's the news?
ROSENCRANTZ
None, my lord, but that the world’s grown honest.
HAMLET
Then is doomsday near: but your news is not true.
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Let me question more in particular: what have you, my good
friends, descrved at the hands of fortune, that she sends you to
prison here? |
GUILDENSTERN
Prison, my lord!
HAMLET
Denmark’s a prison.
ROSENCRANTZ
Then is the world one.
HAMLET
A goodly one, Denmark is one of the worst.
ROSENCRANTZ
We don’t think so, my lord.
HAMLET
To mc it is a prison.
ROSENCRANTZ
Why then, your ambition makes it one; it is too narrow for your
mind.
HAMLET
But, in the beaten way of friendship, why have you comce to
Elsinore?
ROSENCRANTZ
To visit you, my lord; no other occasion.
HAMLLET

Were you not sent for? Is it your own wish? Is it a free visitation?.

Come, be honest with me: come, come; speak.
GUILIDENSTERN
What should we say, my lord?
HAMLET
Why, any thing, but to the purpose. You were sent for; and there is
a kind of confession in your looks.
I know the good king and queen have sent for you.

ROSENCRANTZ
For what purpose, my lord?
HAMLET
That you must teach me.
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ROSENCRANTZ
(Aside to GUILDENSTERN) What say you?

GUILDENSTERN
My lord, we were sent for.

HAMLET
| will tell you why; so shall my anticipation prevent your discovery,
and your secrecy to the king and queen moult no feather.

HAMLET explains that he no longer enjoys life and the beauty of the world though
he knows that the earth, sky and the people should still be wonderful. Now they
seem to him ‘the quintessence of dust’. ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN tell
him that some travelling entertainers will be arriving that evening. They used to
have their own theatre in the city, but some child-actors became maore popular,
and the adult actors took to the road.

Hourish of trumpets within

GUILDENSTERN
There are the players.

HAMLET
Gentlemen, you arc welcome to Elsinore.
You are welcome: but my uncle-father and aunt-mother arc
deceived.
GUILDENSTERN
In what, my dear lord?

HAMILET
I am but mad north-north-west: when the wind is southerly I know
a hawk from a handsaw.

Fnter POLONIUS and then four or five players. HAMLET welcomes them and
together with the FIRST P1AYER recites the story of Pyrrhus killing Priam, King
of Troy, in revenge for his father. HAMLET asks the actors to perform The Murder
of Gonzago the next night, including a speech specially written by HAMLET.
Exit POLONIUS, players, ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN. HAMLET, left
alone, reproaches himself for being unable to avenge the murder of his father.

| have heard

That guilty creatures sitting at a play

Have by the very cunning of the scene

Been struck so to the soul that presently

They have proclaimed their malefactions;

For murder, though it has no tongue, will speak
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With most miraculous organ. ['ll have these players
Play something like the murder of my father
Before my uncle: I'll observe his looks:

If he flinches, | know my course.

The spirit that | have seen

May be the devil: and the devil has power

To assume a pleasing shape; yeca, and perhaps
Out of my weakness and my melancholy,

As he is very powerful with such spirits,
Abuses me to damn me: I’ll have grounds
More reliable than this: the play’s the thing
Wherein I'll catch the conscience of the king.

Exit

Helpful Words & Notes

hasty @ — 1OCHCHIHBIR

you are a fishmonger — 5wl Toproseu phiDOM ([AMITET CHCLHNAIBHO FOBOPHT
TAYIOCTH, YT08s ¥0e1uTs [Tononus B CBOEM CYMaCILIECTBHH )

picked = chosen

For if the sun breed maggots in a dead dog, being a good kissing carrion — Mbo ecnn
COJTHLIE TLTOAHT YEePBEH B JOXIOM [1CC, — O0XECTBO, J003at011ee najiaib

slanders # p/ — kicBera

rogue # — XKVJIHK, MOIIEHHHK

their eyes purging thick amber and plum-tree gum and that they have a plentiful
lack of wit, together with most weak hams — 13 rnas rycro coumnTcs cMona v
CMUBOBBLI KJICH W UTO ¥ HUX COBEPLUICHHO OTCYTCTBYET YM U OUCHL C1abnie
JISTKKH

to have it thus set down = to write like thal

[ will take my leave of you - [laiiTe MHe paspeinieHHe yIanuThCs

indifferent ¢ — 6e3paTMIHLIA

doomsday — pes. JlecHb CTPaIIHOTO C¥AA:; CYAHBIN ACHL; KOHEL| CBETd

goodly ¢ — NpeBOCXO/IHLIN

to the purpose — no cyuiccrpy

confession # — NpU3HAHUC

your secrecy to the king and queen moult no feather — panta TaiiHa nepeg,
KOpoaeM U KOpOIeBOH HE 0OPOHHT HH EAUHOTO HEPBIIKA

the adult actors took to the road — B3pocnbie axkTepbl ¢Tany BPOIAYUMHA
KOMECIIMaHTaMHU

Flourish of trumpets within — Tpy0a 3a ClieHOH
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I am but mad north-north-west: when the wind is southerly I know a hawk from a
handsaw. — § Ge3yMeH TOIBKO 11PH HOPA-HOPA-BECTE; KOIfla BeTep C lora,
q OTJIHUAD COKOJIA OT LLAIUTH,

Have by the very cunning of the scene been struck so (o the soul that presently they
hsve proclaimed their malefactions — boiBaiu 1107 BO3ACHCTBIEM UIPBI TAK
rAYOOKO MOTPSICEHbL, YTO TYT K¢ B CBOMX 1PHIHABATHCD 3I0EAHUAX

flinch v — B3ApOTHYTL

Abuses me to damn me — W NOJIL3YETCS 3THM MHE Ha rMDeh

grounds = reasons

Activities
I Answer the questions.

1) Why have Rosencrantz and Guildenstern come 10 court?

2) What does King Claudius ask them to do?

3)  What results have come from the trip of special messengers to
Norway?

4) What kind of letter have they brought to the king?

5) Is Claudius happy with it?

6) What does Polonius tell the king and the queen about the
cause of Hamlet’s lunacy?

7) Arc the king and queen convinced by his explanation?

8) What docs he suggest doing?

9) How does Hamlet behave with Polonius?

10) How does Hamlet meet Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

11) What does Hamlet call Denmark?

[2) What does he tell his friends about his life?

13} Who comes to the castle?

14) Why are the actors travelling?

15) What does Hamlet recite together with the First Player?

16) What play does Hamlet ask the actors to perform next
evening?

17) What does Hamlet expect from the play?

II Agree or disagree.

1) Rosencrantz and Guildenstern refuse to spy on Hamlet.
2) Queen Gertrude believes that Hamlet could only be upset by
his father’s recent death and her own hasty remarriage.
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3) Hamlet wants to perform “The Murder of Gonzago’ to bring
out evidence of guilt in the king.
4) Hamlet asks the players to perform the play exactly as it is.

How many explanations of Hamlet’s lunacy do we have now? Say how
Hamlet’s behaviour is explained by Polonius and Queen Gertrude. Is King
Claudius happy with these explanations? Prove it.

What do you think?

1)  Why does Hamlet pretend to be mad? It is a way to hide real
intentions? How can you prove that he successfully plays
mad?

2) In what way does Hamlet let Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
know that he is not mad? Are they able to read his message?
Give your opinion,

3) Hamlet complains that he hasn’t still revenged his father’s
death. Why do you think he delays the revenge? Why does he
nced the plav? Is he sure that the king is guilty?

Imagine that you are Polonius. Say what yon think about the reason of
Hamlet’s madness and describe your impression from your conversation
to him. Speak about your plan,

Imagine that you are Rosencranez or Guildenstern. Say:

1)  why you came to Elsinore;

2) about the king’s request;

3) about your attitude (ortHomenue) to Hamlet;

4)  why you agreed to find out the cause of Hamlet's strange be-
haviour;

about your opinton of him after you met him.
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ACT LI

Scene 1

A room in the casile.
Enter KING CLAUDIUS, QUEEN GERTRUDE, POLONIUS, OPHELIA, ROSEN-
CRANTZ aind GUH.DENSTERN
KING CLAUDILS
And can you, by no roundabout conversation,
Get trom him why he puts on this confusion,
Upsetting so harshly all his days ol quiet
With turbulent and dangerous lunacy?
ROSENCRANTZ
He does confess he leels he 1s mad;
But from what cause he will not say.
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GUILDENSTERN
Nor do we find him willing to be questioned,
But, with a crafty madness, keeps aloof,
When we try to bring him on to some confession
Of his true state.

QUEEN GERTRUDE
Did he receive you well?

ROSENCRANTZ
Most like a gentleman.

GUILDENSTERN
But with much effort.

ROSENCRANTZ
He asked us few questions; but, of our demands,
Most free in his reply.

QUEEN GERTRUDE
Did you encourage him?
To any pastime?
ROSENCRANTZ
Madam, it so happened, that certain players
We passed by on the way: of these we told him;
And there did seem in him a kind of joy
To hear of it; they are about the court,
And, as I think, they have already order
This night to play before him.

LORD POLONIUS
It’s most true;
And he asked me to beg your majesties
To hear and see the matter.

KING CLAUDIUS
With all my heart; and it does much content me
To hear him so inclined.
Good gentlemen, give him further encouragement,
And drive his purpose on to these delights.

ROSENCRANTZ
We shall, my lord.

Exit ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN
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KING CLAUDIUS
Sweet Gertrude, leave us too;
For we have secretly sent for Hamlet,
That he, as if by accident, may here
Meet Ophelia:
Her father and myself, lawful spies,
Will so hide ourselves that, seeing, unseen,
We may of their encounter frankly judge,
And understand, as he behaves,
If it be the affliction of his love or no
That he suffers for.

QUEEN GERTRUDE
| shall obey you.
And for your part, Ophelia, 1 do wish
That your beauty is the happy cause
Of Hamlet’s wildness: so shall I hope your virtues
Will bring him back to sanity,
To both your honours.

OPHELIA
Madam, | wish it may.

EXIT QUEEN GERTRUDE

LORD POLONIUS
" Ophelia, you walk here. Gracious, so please you,
We will hide.

(To OPHELIA)

Read on this book;

For such an exercise may colour
Your loneliness.

It is proved that with devotion

And pious action we can sugar over
The devil himself.

KING CLAUDIUS
(Aside) O, it is too true!
How strong a lash that speech does give my conscience!
The harlot’s cheek, beautied with make-up,
Is not more ugly
Than is my deed to my most painted word:
O heavy burden!
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LORD POLONIUS OPHELIA
[ hear him coming: let’s withdraw, my lord. Good my lord,

TR or these many days?
Exit KING CLAUDIUS and POLONIUS How is your honour for these many day

Enter HAMLET HAMLET
HAMLET | humbly thank you; well, well, well.

To be, or not to be: that is the question:
Whether it’s nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing end them? To die: to sleep;
No more; and by a sleep to say we end
The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to. It’s an ending
Devoutly to be wished. To die, to sleep;
To sleep: perhaps to drecam: ay, there’s the obstacle;
For in that sleep of death what drcams may come
When we have shaken off life’s stresses,
Must give us pause: there’s the consideration
That makes calamity of so long a life;
For who would bear the whips and scorns of time,
The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man’s insolence,
The pangs of despised love, the law’s dclay,
When he himself might his final release make
With a bare dagger? Who would burdens bear,
To grunt and sweat under a weary life,
Without the dread of something after death,
The undiscovered country from which
No traveller returns, puzzles the will
And makes us rather bear those ills we have
Than fly to others that we know not of?
Thus conscience does make cowards of us all;
And thus the native desire to act
Is sickly covered with pale thoughts,
And enterpriscs of great importance
Turn awry,
And lose the name of action. — Soft you now!
The fair Ophelia! Nymph, in your prayers
Be all my sins remembered.
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OPHELIA
My lord, I have remembrances ol yours,

That | wish to return (o you,
| pray you, now receive them.

HAMLET
No, not |;
[ never gave you anything.

OPHELIA
My honoured lord, you know right well you did;
And, with them, words of so sweet breath composed
As made the things more rich: their perfume lost,
Take these again; for to the noble mind
Rich gifts grow poor when givers prove unkind.
There, my lord.

HAMLET
Ha, ha' Are you honest?

OPHELIA
My lord?

HAMLET
Arc you lair?

OPHLELIA
What means your lordship?

HAMLLT
That if you are honest and fair, your honesty should admit no dis-
cussion on your beauty.

OPHELIA
Could beauty, my lord, have better relationship than with
honesty?

HAMLET

Ay, truly; for the power of beauty will sooner transtorm honesty
from what it is to a bawd than the force of honesty can translate
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beauty into his likeness: this was sometime a paradox, but now the
time gives it proof. | did love you once.

OPHELIA
Indeed, my lord, you made me believe so.

HAMLET
You should not have believed me; for virtue can never compete
with our nature: 1 loved you not.

OPHELIA
[ was deceived.

HAMLET
Gel to a nunnery; why would you be a breeder of sinners? 1 am
myself honest; and yet 1 could accuse myself of such things that
it would have been better if my mother had not borne me: I am
very proud, revengeful, ambitious, with more offences to commit
still than | have thoughts to put them in, imagination to give them
shape, or time to act them in. What should such fellows as | do
crawling between carth and heaven? We are complete rascals, all;
believe none of us. Go your way to a nunnery.
Where's your father?

OPHELIA
At home, my lord.

HAMLET
Let the doors be shut upon him, so that he may play the lool
no where but in his own house. Farcwell.

OPHELIA
O, help him, you sweet heavens!

HAMLET
If you marry, I'll give you this plague for your dowry: cven if you
are as chaste as ice, as pure as snow, you shall not escape calumny.
Get to a nunnery, go: farewell. Or, if yvou need to marry, marry a
[ool; for wise men know well enough what monsters you make of
them. To a nunnery, go, and quickly too. Farewell.

OPHELIA
O heavenly powers, restore him!

HAMLET
| have heard of yvour paintings too, well enough; God has given
vou one face, and you make yourselves another: you dance, you
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flirt, and you lisp, and nick-name God’s creatures, and make your
wantonness your ignorance. Go away, ['ll think no more about it;
it has made me mad. [ say, we will have no more marriages: those
that arc married already, all but one, shall live; the rest shall keep
as they are. To a nunnery, go.
Exit
OPHELIA
0, what a noble mind is here overthrown!
The courtier’s, soldier’s, scholar’s, eve, tongue, sword;
The expectancy and rose of the fair state,
The glass of fashion and the mould of form,
The observed of all observers, quite, quite down!
And |, of ladies most wretched,
That sucked the honey of his music vows,
Now sec that noble reason,
Like sweet bells jangled, out of tune and harsh;
That unmatched form and feature of blossoming youth
Blasted with ccstasy: O, how sad am 1,
To have seen what | have scen, see what | see!

Re-enter KING CIAUGDIUS and POLONIUS

KING CLAUDIUS
Love! His affections are not in that direction:
Nor what he said, was not like madness.
There’s something in his soul,
Over which his melancholy broods:
And no doublt its outcome
Will be some danger: so for (o prevent,
I have decided to send him to England,
For the demand of our neglected tribute
Where hopefully the scas and countries different
Will expel this matter in his heart,
What do vou think of it?

LORD POLONILIS
[t shall do well: but | still believe
His grief comes from neglected love. Ophelia!
You need not iell us what Lord Hamlet said;
We heard it all. My lord, do as vou please;
But, if you hold it fit, after the play
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Let his queen mother all alone beg him

To show his grief: let her be with him;

And I’ll be placed, so please you, where [ can hear
All their conference. If she does not succeed,

o England send him, or confine him where

Your wisdom thinks best.

KING CLAUDIUS
It shall be so:
Madness in great ones must not unwatched go.

Fxit

Helpful Words & Notes

But, with a crafty madness, keeps aloof — WM ¢ xurpocrbio desymcTBa
VCKOJIL3ACT

but, of our demands, most free in his reply — o B oTBET DbLI PA3TOBOPUYHEB

pastime 71 — pasBICUCHKC

matter # — 30. CHCKTAKID

inclined ¢ — CKNOHHBIK, PACIOIOKCHHBINA

drive his purpose on to these delights — crapairech B HCM YCHIHTHL BKYC K
YAOBOIBCTERHM

encounter n — ClyualHas BCTpeya

afMliction of his love — ndoBHOC TEp3aHbe

sanity # — J1paBbiil yM, PAcCy/10K

Gracious — MuiocTuneiii rocviaps (oopanieHue Mononus K Kiiasnuio)

with devotion and pious action we can sugar over the devil himsell — nadoXHEBIM
JIMIXOM M TIOCTHLIM BH/JIOM Mbl M fICPTa MOKEM 0DCAXapuTh

lash 1 — yaap XiLICTOM

harlot = prostitute

"Than is my deed to my most painted word — eM MO HOCTYTIOK 1101 PACKPACKOH
CIIOB

to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune — NOKOPSATLCH MIpalllaM H
CTpEiIaM SIPOCTHOW CYAEODI

devoutly adv — vckpeHHe, BCCH JIYIION

there’s the consideration that makes calamity of so long a life — Bor, 1J1e npUYKHa,
T ﬁ'ﬁ}lc IFBH TAK J0ATrOBCYH L

pangs = sharp pains

When he himself might his final release make with a bare dagger? — Korja 6ni
OH CaM MO AATh ceOe pacueT NPOCTEIM KHIKANoM?

48

dread — extreme fear

ills 7 pf — TpYAHOCTH, HEB3TO/LhI

awry — wrong

remembrances n p/ — 3d. nojaapky

honesty # — 30. MOPSULOMHOCTD, A00POACTCILHOCTD

bawd iz — yem. crojIIA

rascals 77 pf — nayrsl, COMaHUIMKH

this plague for your dowry — 570 NpoK/siTHE B IIPHIAHOC

calumny n — KieneTa

lisp v — meheTaTh; CHOCIKATb

make your wanionness your ignorance — XOTHie, 4TOOBLI Bawe OCCNyTCTBO
MPHHUMATH 34 HCRCACHHC

wretched ¢ — HecuacTHbINA, KUIKHH

MusSic VOWS — CHAJIKHC KIHTRbI

affections 1 p/ — uyBcTBa, MCUTHI

brood v — BBIHAIIMBATL

For the demand of our neglected tribute — cobupaTh HEAONOJIYICHITYIO IaHb

if you hold it fit — ccii Bbl COUTETE HYKHBIM

confine v — 3arouarh

Activities
I Answer the questions.

1) How much have Rosencrantz and Guildenstern learned
about Hamlet?

2)  Does King Claudius agree to see the play?

3)  What does Claudius ask from Gertrude?

4)  What does Polonius give Ophelia to read?

5) What response does his remark get from Claudius?

6) What do we learn about Claudius for the first time?

7) What is the question Hamlet is talking about in his famous
soliloquy (monosor)?

8) What happens between Hamlet and Ophelia?

9) What does Ophelia think about Hamiet?

10) How does Claudius respond to what he has seen and heard?

1) What does he plan to do about Hamlet?

12) How does Polonius respond?

13) What does he propose as an additional way to find out what
Hamlet is thinking?
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Say whether the statement is true or false. If it is false give the right answer.

1)
2)
3)

4)

Rosencrantz says that Hamlet reccived them like a gentleman.
Claudius has secretly sent for Hamlet to talk to him.

Hamlet is wondering about suicide but fears what is on the
other side of dying.

Ophelia doesn’t believe that Hamlet’s mad,

Who says these to whom and in what circumstances?

1)
2)
3)

4)
)

[t is proved that with devotion and pious action we can sugar
over the devil himself.

For to the noble mind rich gifts grow poor when givers prove
unkind.

To be, or not to be: that is the question.

For virtue can never compete with our nature.

Madness in great ones must not unwatched go.

Agree or disagree.

)

2)
3)

Polonius is manipulating his daughter to learn the truth about
Hamlet.

Hamlet does not know that he’s being watched.

Polonius is not willing to give up his ‘love-madness’ theory.

What do you think?

1)
2)

3)

4)
3)

6)

Does the queen like Ophelia? Prove that she finds her beauti-
ful. What does the queen expect from Ophelia?

What does Ophelia return to Hamlet? Do you think that it
could his letters?

Why do you think Hamlet spcaks so cruelly to Ophelia? Does
he really love her? Is he sure that she betraved him? What
makes him think that?

Why do vou think Ophelia agrees to be used as a bait
(mpuManka)? Prove that she obeys her father.

What makes Claudius think that love is not the cause of
Hamlet’s madness? Give your opinion.

What other thing does Polonius propose to test Hamlet’s in-
tentions? Are you surprised that it includes spying?

Make up a summary of the scene.
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Scene 11

A hall in the castle.
Enter HAMLET and PLAYERS. HAMLET gives advice to the PLAYERS about

the way to recite The Murder of Gonzago. IHe asks the PLAYERS not {0 overact

because things like that only detract from the purpose of acting — fo be the mir-

ror of reality.

HAMLET
And let those that play your clowns speak no more than is set
down for them: for there are some of them that will themselves
laugh, to set on some quantity of spectators to laugh too; though,
in the mean time, some necessary question of the play be then to
be considered: that’s villainous, and shows a most pitiful ambition
in the fool that uses it. Go, make you ready.

Exit PLAYERS
Enter POLONIUS, ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN

How now, my lord! Will the king hear this piece of work?

LORD POLONILS
And the queen too, and without delay.

HAMLET
Ask the players to hurry.

Fxit POLONIUS

Will you two help to hasten them?

ROSENCRANTZ GUILDENSTERN
We will, my lord.

Fxit ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN

HAMLET
What ho! Horatio!

Enter HORATIO. HAMLET tells his friend that he has arranged a play to be per-
formed before the king, and one scene in the play is similar fo the circumstances
of his father’s death. HAMLET asks Horatio to watch the king's reaction to the
scene. Horatio promises to follow HAMLET’s instructions. The friends agree 1o
compare their observations after the performance,
HAMLET

They are coming to the play; [ must be idle:

Get you a place.
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Danish march. A flourish. Enter KING CLAUDIUS, QUEEN GERTRUDE, POLO-
NIUS, OPHELIA, ROSENCRANTZ, GUILDENSTERN and others

KING CLAUDIUS
How does our cousin Hamlet fare?

HAMLET
Excellent, in faith; of the chameleon’s food: [ eat the air, promise-
filled: you cannot feed capons so.

KING CLAUDIUS
I have nothing with this answer, Hamlet; these words are not
mine.

HAMLET
NO, nor mine now.

(To POLONIUS)

My lord, you played once in the university, you say?
LORID POLONIUS
| did indeed, my lord; and was considered a good actor.
HAMLET
What did you act?
LORD POLONIUS
| acted Julius Caesar: 1 was killed in the Capitol; Brutus killed me.
HAMLET
It was a brute part of him to kill so capital a calf. Are the players
ready?
ROSENCRANTZ.
Ay, my lord; they arc waiting.
QUEEN GERTRUDE
Come here, my dear Hamlet, sit by me.
HAMLET |
No, good mother, here’s metal more attractive.

LORD POLONIUS
(To KING CLAUDIUS)

Q, ho! Do you hear that?
HAMLET
Lady, shall 1 lie in your lap?
(Lying down at OPHELIA’s feet)
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OPHELIA
No, my lord.

HAMLET
[ mean, my head upon your lap?

OPHELIA
Ay, my lord.

HAMLET
Do you think | mecant country matters?

OPHELIA
| think nothing, my lord.

HAMLET
That’s a fair thought to lie between maids’ legs.

OPHELIA

What is, my lord?
HAMLET

Nothing.
OPHELIA

You arc merry, my lord.

HAMLET
Who, 1?

OPHELIA
Ay, my lord.

HAMLET
O God, your only comedian. What should a man do but be merry?
For, look you, how cheerfully my mother looks, and my father died
within these two hours.

OPHELIA
Nay, it’s twice two months, my lord.

HAMLET
So long? Nay then, let the devil wear black, for Il have a suit of
sables. O heavens! Died two months ago, and not forgotten yet?
Then there’s hope a great man’s memory may outlive his life half
a year: but, by our lady, he must build churches, then; if he is not
to be forgotten like the hobby-horse, whose epitaph is *For, O, for,
Q, the hobby-horse is forgotten.’

Oboes play. The dumb-show eniers.
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Enter a KING and a QUEEN very lovingly; the QUEEN embracing him, and he
her. She kneels at his feet. He rakes her up, and puis his head on her neck; he
lies down upon a bank of flowers: she, seeing him asleep, leaves him. Then a
fellow comes in, takes off fiis crown, kisses it, and ours poison in the King's eaqr,
and exits. The QUEEN returns,; finds the KING dead, and reacts passionately.
The Poisoner, with some two or three Mutes, comes in again, seeming to lament
with her. The dead body is carried away. The Poisoner wins the QUEEN with
gifts: she seems unwilling at first, hut in the end accepts his love.
Exit all.
OPHELIA

What does this mean, my lord?
HAMLET

Ah, this is miching mallecho; it means mischief.
OPHELIA

Pcrhaps this show explains the meaning of the play.

Lnter PROLOGUE

HAMLLET
We shall know from this fellow.

OPHELIA
Will he tell us what this show meant?

HAMLET
Ay, or any show that vou’ll show him: do not be ashamed to show,
he'll not shame to tell you what it means.
OPHELIA
You are rude, you arc rude: I'll watch the play,
PROLOGUE
For us, and for our tragedy,
Here stooping to your clemency,
We beg you to hear patiently.

EXxit
HAMLET
Is this a prologuc, or the posy of a ring?

OPHELIA
It’s brief, my lord.

HAMLET
As woman's love.

Enter two PLAYERS, KING and QUEEN. The Player King speaks about thirty
years of loving marriage. He is sick and soon will die, and he realizes that she
will want to take another husband. The Player Queen pmmﬁe&' that she will be
trae to him and never marry again. The Plaver King is pragmatic and replies
that promises are often broken. The Queen swears again that she will never re-
marry. The Plaver King falls asleep.

Exit the Player Queen.

HAMLET
(to QUEEN GERTRUDE)
Madam, how do vou like this play?
QUEEN GERTRUDE
The lady protests too much, 1 think.
HAMLET
O, but she’ll keep her word.
KING CLAUDIUS
Have you heard the argument? Is there no offence in it?
HAMLET
No, no, they are only joking, poison is a joke; no offence in the
world.
KING CLAUDIUS
What do you call the play?
HAMLET
The Mouse-trap. How? Tropically. This play is about a murder
done in Vienna: Gonzago is the duke’s name; his wife, Baptista:
you shall see later; it’s a knavish piece of work: but what of that?
Your majesty and we that have free souls, it does not touch us.
ENTER LUCIANUS
This is one Lucianus, nephew to the king,
OPHELIA
You are as good as a chorus, my lord.
HAMLET ‘
I could interpret between you and your love, if | could see the
puppets playing.
OPHELTA
You are bitter, my lord, you are bitter.
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HAMLET
Begin, murderer; begin. Come: ‘the croaking raven bellows for
revenge.’
LUCIANLUS
Thoughts black, hands apt, drugs fit, and time agreeing;
(Good opporiunity, no creature seeing;
This awful mixture, of midnight weeds collected,
With its natural magic and severe properties,
Wholesome life destroys immediately.

( Pours the poison into the sleeper’s ear}

HAMIET
He poisons him in the garden to get his estate. His name’s Gonza-
go: the story is true, and written in choice [talian: vou shall scc later
how the murderer gets the love of Gonzago’s wife,

OPHELIA
The king rises.

HAMLET
What, frightened by false fire!

QUEEN GERTRUDE
How fares my lord?
LORD POLONIUS
Stop the play.
KING CLAUDIUS
Give me somge light: away!
ALL
Lights, lights, lights!
Exit afl but HAMLET and HORATIO
HAMLET
(O good Horatio, I'll take the ghost’s word for a thousand pound.
Did you see?
HORATIO
Very well, my lord.
HAMLET
During the talk of the poisoning?
HORATIO
1 did very well watch him.
36

HAMLET
Ah, ha! Come, some music! Come, the recorders!
For if the king does not like the comedy,
Why then, perhaps, it does not agree with him.
Come, some music!

Re-enter ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN

GUILDENSTERN
Goed my lord, allow me.a word with you.
HAMLET
Sir, a whole history.
GUILDENSTERN
The king, sir, —
HAMLET
Ay, sit, what of him?
GUILDENSTERN
He has retired being very out of sorts.
HAMLET
IF'rom drink, sir?
GUILDENSTERN
No, my lord, rather from anger.
HAMLET
You should say this to his doctor; for, for me to cure him would
perhaps plunge him into far more anger,
GUILDENSTERN |
Good my lord, make your words clearer and do not wander so
- wildly from what 1 tell you.

HAMLET
I am tame, sir: pronounce,

GUILDENSTERN
The queen, your mother, in most sorrowful spirit,
has sent me to vou.

HAMLET
You arc welcome,

ROSENCRANTZ

She says; your behaviour has struck her into amazement and ad-
miration.
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HAMLET
O wonderful son, that can so astonish a mother! But is there no

morte than this mother’s admiration?

ROSENCRANTZ
She desires to speak with you in her room, before you go to bed.

HAMLET
We shall obey, were she ten times our mother. Have you any other

business with us?

ROSENCRANTZ
My lord, you once did love me.

HAMLET
So I do still,

ROSENCRANTZ
Good my lord, what is the cause of your bad mood? You will,
surely, prevent your own liberty, if you do not reveal your gricfs
to your friend.

HAMLET
Sir, I lack advancement.

ROSENCRANTZ
How can that be, when you have the voice of the king himself for
your suceession in Denmark?

HAMLET
Ay, but sir, “While the grass grows,” — it’s an old proverb.
Re-enter Players with recorders
O. the recorders! Let me see one. Why do you go about to recover
the wind of me, as if you would drive me into a toil?

GUILDENSTERN |
0, my lord, if my duty is too brave, my love is too unmannerly.

HAMLET . 4
[ do not well understand that. Will you play upon this pipe?

GUILDENSTERN
My lord, I cannot.
HAMLET
[ ask you.
GUILDENSTERN
Believe me, 1 canniot.
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HAMLET
| beg you.

GUILDENSTERN
[ know no touch of it, my lord.
HAMLET

It is as easy as lying: govern these ventages with your lingers and
thumb, give it breath with your mouth, and it will make most elo-
quent music. Look you, these arc the stops.

GUILDENSTERN
But | cannot do it; | have not the skill.

HAMLET
Why, look you now, how unworthy a thing you make of me! You
want (o play upon me; you scem to know my stops; you want to

know my mystery; you want to sound me from my lowest note
to the top: and there is much music, excellent voice, in this little
organ; yet you cannotl make it speak. So do you think [ am easier
to be played on than a pipe? Call me what instrument you will,
though you can worry me, vet you cannot play upon me.

Enter POLONIUS

God bless you, sir!
LORD POLONIUS _

My lord, the queen wants to speak with you, and now.
HAMLET

Do you see a cloud there that’s almost in shape of a camel?
LORD POLONILUS

By the mass, and it is like a camel, indeed.
HAMLET

[ think it is like a weasel.
LORD POLONIUS

It has a back like a weasel.
HAMLET

Or like a whale?

LORD POLONIUS
Very like a whale,
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HAMLET
Then | will come to my mother at once. (Aside) They fool me to

the top of my bent. | will come at once.

LLORD POLONIUS
| will say so0.

HAMLLT
At once is easily said.

L:J“.f POLONILS
| .eave me, Iricnds.
Exit all bur HAMLET

It’s now the very witching time of night,

When churchyards yawn and hell itsclf breathes out
Evil to this world: now could | drink hot blood,
And do such bitter business as the day

Would trembile to look on. Soft! Now to my mother.
() heart. do not lose vour naturc;

Let me be cruel, not unnatural:

| will speak daggers to her, but use none;

My tongue and soul in this must be hypocrites;
However much in my words she will be punished,
To make them deeds never must my soul agrec!

Exit

Helpful Words & Notes

dectract v — OTBIEKITH

villainous ¢ — OTBPATHTEALHBIA, HU3KNH

hasien v — TOpOTIUTL

idle ¢ — 30. BesyMUbLA

How does our cousin Hamlet fare? — W rpa cios: tnaro fare HMECT HECKOIBKO
spavenni, Knasauid ynotpednsier ero B 3HAUCHUH «KWTh, NOXKHBATb», 4
TaMieT — B 3HAYICHUH «CCThL, [THTATLCH .

capons A pl -— Kalybl (1ICTYXH, OTKAPMIHBACMBIE Ha MHCO)

calf 1 — 30, «TCJICHOK» , AYPCHD

country matters — 4T0-TO HCHPHIHYHOC

by our lady — kasivych GoroposniieH
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hobby-horse # — nepessiHHas nomanka (OaHa U3 GUIYp IoWAILHOTO TeaTpa,
KOHCKAS KVKid, YKPCIUISIBIIAYCH HA TYJIOBMIIIE AaKTEpa, KOTOPbIM TAKMM
O0pA3OM NpeBpaliajics BO BCAAIIUKA)

duamb-show n — naxToMuMa

Mutes v pl — nemiic oM

lament v — ropesath, ONNAKUBATL

this is miching mallecho; it means mischief — 510 Kpaayuicecs Maneyo, 10
sHaumT 3oyicrerso (malhecho — wea. Typnoi 110CTynoK)

stooping to your clemency — B HalleKae 1a BAWY MUIOCTD

the posy of a ring — 128K 3 11a KOAbLIE

argument # - 30, cojlepRale (1MLecs)

tropically adv — B nepenoctoM cMuicie

a knavish piece of work  nioanas uctopug

chorus » — xop (Tak B CTAPMHHOM TEATPS HABBIBAJICH YCIOBCK, KOTOPbLIH
HORCHIT ICHACTBHL)

bellow v - B3nIBaTH

hands apt, drugs fit, and time agreeing — pvka TRepaa, KPENok sut, yvo0eH e

choice ¢ — Ayutnvi, OTMEHHBIX

recorders . pf - 3. nepersinybie pacuTsl

it does not agree with him — oHa ¢My NPOCTO HE HPABUTCH

out of sorts — He B ceOe, 1OX0 ¢cd HyBCTBYS

wander v — 30, YKIOHITLCH, OTKIOHATLCH

1 lack advancement -— y MCH$ HCT HHKAKOH OYIYLIHOCTH

Why do you go about to recover the wind of me, as if you would drive me into a
toil? — TloucMy BBl BCC CTAPACTCCH THATH MCHS 110 BETPY, CHOBHO XOTUTE
3ArHATH MCHSL B CCTh?

govern these ventages — vIPARBSIATC 3TUMH OTBCPCTHSIMM

weasel 7 — JTACKA, rOPHOCTAN , XOPCK

They fool me to the top of my bent. — Onu aymaior, UTO BAIHIOT AYPAKA.

witching ¢ — KOJLIOBRCKOM

Activities
I Answer the questions.

[} What advice does Hamlet give to the actors?
2)  Whom does Hamlet ask to hasten the players?
3) What does Hamiet tell Horatio?

4)  What does Hamlet want his friend to do?

5) What part did Polonius play as a student?

6)  What does Ophelia say about Hamlet's mood?
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7y  What does the dumb-show represent?

8) What is Claudius’s reaction to the dumb-show?

9) What does Queen Gertrude say about the Player Queen?
10) What is the name of the play?

11) What are the heroes of the play?

12} What is Claudius’s mood when he stops the play?

13) Who tells Hamlet that his mother wants to see him?

14) What lesson docs Hamiet teach Guildenstern with a recorder?
15) How does Hamlet want to punish his mother?

Say whether the siatement is true or false. If it is faise, give the right an-
SWer.

1) Hamlet tells Ophelia that his father died two days ago.

2) The King Claudius rises from his seat during the dumb-
show,

3) The play is similar to the circumstances of Old Hamlet’s
murder.

4y Hamlet asks Guildenstern to play the guitar.

5) Hamlet compares a cloud with a camel, weasel and a whale.

Complete the sentences.

1) Hamilet says that he eats air like a ...

2) Hamlet says that the prologue is as brief as ...

3) Hamlet calls the ‘The Mouse-trap’...

4) Hamlet says that a greal man must build churches not to be
forgotten like a ...

Say why:

1) Hamlet asks the players not to overact.

2) Hamlet prefers to sit beside Ophelia.

3) King Claudius stops the play.

4) Polonius agrees with Hamlet when he compares a cloud with
different animals.

What do you think?

1) Hamlet is now sure that King Claudius is guilty of murder.
Claudius has also learned something from the presentation
of the play. What has Claudius learned?
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2) How is Hamlet’s last soliloquy different from all his other
speeches? What does it show? Give your opinion.

VI Make up a summary of the scene.

Scene 111

A room in the castie.

Enter KING CLAUDIUS, ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN. KING CLAU-
DUILS; angry and afraid that HAMLET is becoming more and more dangerous,
orders ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN 1o take him o England. Then they
leave to prepare for the voyage.

Enter POLONTUS

LORD POLONIUS
My lord, he's going to his mother’s room:
Behind the tapestry I’1] hide to listen,
You can be sure she’ll be harsh with him:
And, as vou said, and wisely was it said,
It’s better that someone else rather than a mother,
Since nature makes them partial, should hear
The specch, too.
I’1] call upon you before vou go to bed,
And tell you what [ know.

KING CLAUDIUS
Thanks, dear my lord.

Exit POLONIUS

O, my offence stinks, it smells to heaven;

It has the oldest curse on it,

A brother’s murder. | cannot pray,

Though my inclination is as sharp as will:
My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent;
And | pause. What if this cursed hand

Were thicker than itself with brother’s blood,
Is there not rain enough in the sweet heavens
To wash it white as snow? What use is mercy
If not to confront the visage of offence?

O, what form of prayer can forgive my foul murder?
That cannot be one; since I still possess
Those effects for which I did the murder,
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My crown, my own ambition and my qucen.
May one be pardoned and retain the offence?
In the corrupted ways of this world

Offence’s gilded hand may often buy out the law,
But it’s not so above;

There is no deceit, there the action lies

In his true nature; and we are compelied,

Even to the teeth and forehead of our faults,

To give evidence. What then? What rests?
Whalt can repentance do: what can it not?

What can it when one cannot repent?

O wretched state! O bosom black as death!

O trapped soul, that, struggling to be free,

Is more engaged! Help, angels! Bow, stubborn knees;
And, heart with strings of steel,

Be soft as sinews of the newborn babe!

All may be well.

And that his soul may be as damned and black
As hell, whereto it goes. My mother’s waiting:
This medicine will prolong your sickly days.
Exit
KING CLAUDIUS
(Rising} My words fly up, my thoughts remain below:
Words without thoughts never to heaven go.
Exit

Helpful Words & Notes

partial @ — npUCTpacTHBIH

O, my offence stinks, it smells to heaven — O, Mep30k rpex Moii, K HeOY OH
CMEpANT!

pray v — MOJIUThCS (Prayer # — MOANTBA)

What use is mercy if not to confront the visage of offence? — Ha uro m MmusiocTs,

Retires and kneels KaK HE Ha To, YTOD BCTATh MHLIOM K BHlie?

Enter HAMLET since I still possess those effects for which I did the murder — pa3 s Bnancio Beem,
M3-3a YEro s COBEPIUHIT YOMUCTRO

HAMLET

Now might | do it nicely, now he is praying;

And now I'll do it. And so he goes to heaven;
And so am | revenged. That must be thought over:
A villain kills my father; and {or that,

I, his only son, do this same villain send

To heaven.

0, this is legal payment, not revenge.

He took my father grossly, full of bread;

With all his crimes broad blown, as flush as May;
And am | then revenged,

To take him in the purging of his soul,

When he is fit and prepared for his passage?

No!

Up, sword; and know a more horrid moment:
When he is drunk asleep, or in his rage,

Or in the incestuous pleasure of his bed,;

At gaming, swearing, or about some act

That has no hope of salvation in it;

Then trip him, that his heels may kick at heaven,
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retain the offence — xpanuTeb croit rpex

In the corrupted ways of this world offence’s gilded hand may often buy oui
the law — B nmopouHom MUpe 30J0TOH pyKoi Henpasaa OTCTpPAHAET
MpaROCYbe, U NOKYMaeTcs 3aKoH

deceit n — obMaH

compelled = obliged, forced

repentance # — packasiive (repent v — pacKauBaTLCH)

O wretched state! — O, xanxuii xpcbui!

Is more engaged — nunib rnybxke pazuer

sinews 77 p/ — MbILILb!

full of bread; with ail his crimes broad blown, as flush as May — B rpybom
[TPCCHIILUCHBE, KOTAA Cro IPEXM LBEIW, KAK Mai

in the purging of his soul — B AIUCTHIH MHI" MOJINTBBI

At gaming, swearing — B nbIny aszapTta, ¢ GpanbLio Ha yerax

Activities
I Answer the questions,

1)  What has Claudius decided to do with Hamlet?
2) Who will go with him?
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3)
4)
3)
6)
7)
8)
9)

Where is Polonius going?

What does he expect from the queen?

What does Claudius think of his offence?

Does he repent of having murdered his brother?
Where does Claudius look for salvation (cnaceHue)?
What happens when Hamlet enters?

Does he kill Claudius?

10) What moment does Hamlet want to find for his revenge?

Agree or disagree,

1)

2)
3)

4)
5)

Hamilet thinks that if he kills Claudius while he is praying his
soul will go to heaven.

Hamlet is sure that the soul of his father is in heaven.
Claudius feels guilt and remorse (yrpeizeHusi cosectu) for
his actions.

Claudius realizes that he was almost killed.

The king’s prayer is useless.

Say why:

1)

2)
3)

Polonius does not trust the queen and wants to hear her con-
versation with Hamlet.

Claudius can’t ask for forgiveness.

Hamlet does not kill Claudius then.

What do you think?

b

3)

Has the play had actually an effect on Claudius? Give your
opinion.

Hamlet comes into the recom just moments too late to hear
Claudius’s confession (mpusnanue)}. Could Hamlet give up
the idea of revenge if he heard it?

Claudius wants to send Hamlet to England. Is he ready to kill
his nephew?

Put the sentences in the right order.

D

2)

Polonius wants to hide behind the tapestry and listen to the
talk between the queen and Hamilet.
Hamilet sees Claudius on his knees in the middle of a prayer.
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3) Polonius promises to call upon the king to let him know
about the details of the talk between the queen and her son.

4) Hamlet leaves the room unnoticed.

5) Claudius is not ready to give up the crown, the queen and his

ambition.

6) Rosencrantz and Guildenstern agree to gﬂ to England and

leave to prepare for the vovage.

7y Hamlet draws his sword ready to kill Claudius.
8) King Claudius orders Roscncrantz and Guildenstern to take

Hamlet to England.

VI Make up a summary of the scene using the plan in Exercise V and additional

information.

Scene IV

The QUEEN's room.
Enter QUEEN GERTRUDE and POLONIUS

LORD POLONIUS

He is coming. See that you speak severely home to him:

Tell him his jokes have been too much to bear,

And that vour grace has shielded and stood between

Much heat and him. I’'ll hide here.
Pray you, be firm with him.

HAMLET
(Within) Mother, mother, mother!

QUEEN GERTRUDE
1 promise vou,
Don’t fear: withdraw, 1 hear him coming.

POLONIUS hides behind the fapestiy.
Enter HAMLET

HAMLET
Now, mother, what’s the matter?

QUEEN GERTRUDE
Hamlet, you have vour father much offended.
HAMLET :
Mother, you have my father much offended.
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QUEEN GERTRUDE
Come, come, you answer with a wicked tongue.

HAMLET
Go, go, you question with a wicked tongue.
QUEEN GERTRUDE
Why, how now, Hamlet!
HAMLET
What’s the matter now?
QUEEN GERTRUDE
Have you forgotten me?

HAMLET
No, by the rood, not so:
You are the queen, your husband’s brother’s wife;
And — would it were not so! — you are my mother.

QUEEN GERTRUDE
Nay, then, I'll call those to you that can speak.

HAMLET
Come, come, and sit you down; you shall not move;
You go not till | set you up a glass
Where you may scc the inmost part of you.

QUEEN GERTRUDE

What will you do? You will not murder me?
Help, help, ho!

LORD POLONIUS
( Behind) What, ho! Help, help, help!

HAMLET

( Drawing his sword) How now! A rat? Dead, for a ducat, dead!

Makes a pass with his sword through the fapestry
LORD POLONIUS

(Behind) O, 1 am killed!
Falls and dies

QUEEN GERTRUDE
O my, what have you done?

HAMLET
Nay, | know not:
Is it the king?
68

QUEEN GERTRUDE
O, what a rash and bloody deed is this!

HAMLET
A bloody deed! Almost as bad, good mother,
As kill a king, and marry with his brother.
QUEEN GERTRUDE
As kill a king!
HAMLET
Ay, lady, it was my word.

Lifts up the tapestry and discovers Polonius

You wretched, rash, intruding [ool, farewell!
1 took you for your better: take your fortune;
To be too busy is some danger,
[.eave wringing of your hands: peace! Sit you down,
And let me wring your heart; for so I shall,
If it is made of penetrable stuff,
If damned custom has not hardened it so
That it is armoured against sense.
QUEEN GERTRUDE
What have | done, that you dare speak
So loudly and rudely against me?
HAMLET |
Such an act
That blurs the grace and blush of modesty,
Calls virtue hypocrite, takes off the rose
From the fair forehead of an innocent love
And sets a blister thcre, makes marriage-vows
As false as gamblers’ oaths: O, such a deed
As from the law of contract removes
The very soul, and sweet religion makes
A rhapsody of words: heaven’s face glows:
With shame, the Day of Judgement,
Is thought-sick at the act.
QUEEN GERTRUDE
Ay me, what act,
That roars so loud, and thunders in the index?
HAMLET
Look here, upon this picture, and on this,
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The representation of two brothers, HAMLET

See, what grace there was scated this brow; A murderer and a villain;

Hyperion’s curls; the front of Jove himself; A slave that is not twentieth part

An eye like Mars. to threaten and command; Of your precedent lord; a king's clown;

A posture like the herald Mercury. A thief ol the empire and the rule,

A combination and a form indecd, That from a shelf the precious diadem stole,
Where every god did seem to leave his mark, And put it in his pocket!

10 give the world assurance ot a man: _ OUEEN GERTRUDE

This was your husband. Look you now, what [ollows: Nowate)

Here is your husband; like a rotten ear of corn, '

Killing his own brother. Have you eyes? HAMLET

Could you leave this fair mountain to feed A King of shreds and patches, —

On this moor? Ha! Have you eyes? (Enter GHOST)

You cannot call it love; for at your age . .

The hey-day in the blood is tame, it’s humble, Save me, and hover over me with your wings,
And waits upon the judgment: and what judgment Ym! hf:avcn]y guards! What does your gracious figure
Would step from this to this? desire?

Eves without feeling, feeling without sight, QUEEN GERTRUDE

Fars withoul hands or eyes, smelling without all, Alas, he’s mad!

0 shame, where is your blush? Rebellious hell, HAMLET

If you can rebel in a mother’s bones,

To flaming youth let virtue be as wax,

And melt in her own fire: proclaim no shame
When the burning gives commands,

Do you not come to reprimand your son,
That, slow in time and passion. delays
The important acting of your terrible command? O, say!

Since frost itself burns as actively GHOST _ ) G el
And reason gratifies will Do not forget; this visitation
o4 n = o .

Is just to sharpen your almost blunted purpose.
But, look, vour mother is amazed:
O, step between her and her fighting soul:

QULEN GERTRUIE
O Hamlet, speak no more:
You turned my eyes into my very soul;

And there 1 see such black spols Imagination works stronger in weakest bodies:
That will not leave their colour. Speak to her, Hamlet.
HAMILET HAMLET
Nay, only to live How is it with you, lady?
In the stinking sweat of a stained bed., QUEEN GERTRUDE
Stewed in corruption, making love Alas, how is it with vou,
In a pig-sty, — That you turn your eye on vacancy
QUEEN GERTRUDE And with the bodyless air you specak?
0O, speak to me no more; Your eyes have a wild look;
These words, like daggers, enter in my edrs; And, as the sleeping soldiers in the alarm,
No more, sweet Hamlet! Your hair stands on end. O gentle son,
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Sprinkle cool patience vpon the heat and flame
Of your bad temper
Whereon do you look?
HAMILET
On him, on him! Look you, how pale he is!
Do not look upon me;
Your pity converts
My intentions: then what | have to do
Will lose true colour; tears perhaps for blood.
QUELN GERTRUILM:
To whom do you spcak this?
HAMLET
Do vou see nothing there?
QUEEN GERTRUDE
Nothing at all; vet all that is | see.
HAMLET
Nor did you nothing hear?
QUEEN GERTRUDE
No, nothing but oursclves,

HAMLLET
Why, look you there! Look, how it silently lecaves!
My father, dressed as he lived!
Look, where he goes, even now, out at the portal!
Exit GHOST
QULEN GERTRUDIL
This the creation of your brain:
Madness invents this creation.
HAMLLET
Madness!
My pulse, as yours, docs temperately keep time,
And makes as healthful music: it is not madness
That 1 have spoken: bring me to the lest,
And [ will re-word what 1 said.
Confess yoursell to heaven:
Repent what's past; avoid what is to come;
And do not spread the compost on the weeds,

To make them stink further. Forgive me my virtuc;

Virtue itself of vice must pardon beg.
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QUEEN GERTRUDE
0 Hamlet, you have torn my heart in two.
HAMLET
O, throw away the worse part of it,
And live the purer with the other half.
Good night: but go not to mine uncle’s bed;
Assume a virtue, if you have it not.
Don’t go to-night,
And that shall make the abstinence easier:
The next more casy,
For habit atmost can change the nature,
And throw out the devil.
Once more, good night:
And when you desire to be blcssed,
I'll blessing beg of you. For this same lord,

{ Pointing to POLONIUS)

I do repent: but heaven has punished me with this.

I will dispose of him and will answer well
The death | gave him. So, again, good night.
| must be cruel, only to be kind:

Thus bad begins and worse remains behind.,
Onc¢ word more, good lady.

QUEEN GERTRUDL
What shall | do?

HAMLET
Not this, by no means, that 1 tell you do:
lct the fat king tempt you again (o bed;
Pinch vour cheek; call you his mouse;
And let him, for a pair of smelly kisses,
Make you reveal all this matter,
That I essentially am not in madness,

But mad in craft. It would be good to let him know;

For how could a queen, fair, sober, wise,
Hide such things from a toad, from a bat?
Who would do so?

QULEN GERTRUDE
Be assured, it words are made ol breath,
And breath of life, | have no life to breathe
What you have said to me.
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HAMLET
I must go to England; you know that?

QUEEN GLRTRUDL
Alas 1 had lorgot: it has been decided.

HAMLET
The letters have been sealed: and my two schoolfellows,
Whom | will trust as I will adders fanged,
They bear the mandate; they must sweep my way,
And take me (o knavery. Lct it work;
For it is the sport 1o have the engineer
Hoist with his own petard: O, it’s most sweet,
When in one line two crafts directly meet.
11 drag this man into the next room.
Mother, good night. Indeed this counsellor
Is now most still, most secret and most grave,
Who was in life a foolish prating knave.
Come, sir, to draw toward an end with you.
Good night, mother.

Fxit severally, HAMLET dragging POLONIUS

Helpful Words & Notes

shielded — protected

with a wicked tongue — 1pCIIHBIM A3BIKOM

by the rood — o Bam kpect

would it were not so! — 3aucs rax puinLo!

glass = looking glass. murror

inmost @ — tNyDOUAHIIHI, COKPOBEHULIH

rash ¢ — HCODAYMAHHBLIH, ONPOMETYHBEIH

wring v . ToMarh

penetrable ¢ - nponuvIAeMBIL; BOCHTPHHMUHBLIH

That blurs the grace and blush of modesty — vTo nsirHacT JMK CriLia

blister # — BOJLABIPH

With shame, the Day of Judgement, is thought-sick at the act — W s1a kpeitb m
TUIOTHAS IPOMILILAE € YHBETBIM B30POM, Kak Heped CyiaoM, CKOpOHT 0 HeM

index # — 3¢, 1ICpeUCHL IPEXOB

Hyperion — [unepuo, B rpeucckod Mugoiiorii THTaH

Jove — IOmrep, v 3esc; BEpXOBHLIH DOr-rpoMoBepxell

Mars — Mapc, win Apec; 60r BoiHL
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Mercury Mepkypuil, uin Fepyec; BeCTHHK D0ToB, HOKPOBHTCNbL
TOPrOBAH

like a rotten car of corn — CAOBHO KOJOC, HOPALACHTTBIH TOPUCT

Could yvou leave this fair mountain to feed on this moor? — C1aKOH TOPEI B TAKOM
HOHTH DONOTC MCKATL CBOH KopM”!

The hey-day in the blood is tame, it’s humble, and waits upon the judgment —
r_%.'ll't:!'ld TGO B BAULLE FOSL Pasiyid B KpoOsEH ¥THY — OH HPHCMUPET W CBASIH
D3V MOM

To flaming youth let virtue be as wax, and melt in her own fire — Flycrn niaamMenHas
IOHOCTL HHCTOTY, Kilk BOCK, PAacToit

pig-sty # — CBHHAPHHK

hover v — napuThL, peyitn

A king of shreds and pailches — Kopouib 13 niecipbix 1psifiok

(o sharpen your almost blunted purpose — 4TO0 330CTPHTE HPHTYTLICHHYIO BOTHO

vacancy #1 — 1ycrora

on end — AbLIGOM

Your pity converts my intentions — TBOH CKOPOHBIH ODIAMK OTBPATHT MEHS OT
[PO3HBLIX JC.]

temperately keep time - pasMepeHHo 38yUHT

weeds 7 p/ — copHsIKH

that shall make the abstinence easier — 11 370 OOJICTHUHT BaM LbHCHIIYIO
BO3ICPKAHHOCTD

I will dispose of him — O HeM s 032004 YCL

| essentially am not in madness, but mad in eraft — HHKaKOH 9 He De3yMIILIH, &
TOALKO HPUTBOPAIOCH TOKOBIIM

as 1 will adders fanged KAk J1BYM INHOKAM

knavery s — 3l satiiing

hoist v sd. BLICTCTE Hil BOSAYX

in one line two crafts directly meet — (13¢ XUTPOCTH CTOAKHYTCH NDOM

prating knave — DTN BELH 1LY

severally adv — Bposn

Activities
| Answer the guestions.

1y What does Polonius ask Queen Gertrude?
2y Where does he hide?
Why is the gueen angry with Hamlet?
4)  Why does the gqueen call for help?
5) How is Polonius killed?
6) Why isn't Hamlet distressed {oropuct) to see Polonius dead?
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(1)

IV

Y1

7)
8)
9)

What is Queen Gertrude’s reaction to Hamlet's words?
What does Hamlet say about King Claudius and King Hamlet?
What episode makes Queen Gertrude think that Hamlet’s
mad?

10) What is the ghost’s message.to Hamlet?
11) What does Hamlet say of his trip to England?
12) What does Hamlet ask her mother to do for him?

Say whether the statement is true or false. If it is false, give the right an-
SWeT.

1)

The queen and Hamlet exchange accusations of offending
the current and past kings.

2) Polonius was afraid that Hamlet could kill him.

3) Hamlet reproaches his mother for infidelity (HCBCPHOCTD).

4y Hamlet thinks that his mother isn’t old to feel sexual passion.

5) Queen Gertrude sees the ghost. '

Prove that:

1Y Hamlet stabs Polonius with his sword thinking that it’s the king.

2)  Hamlet compares Claudius to the god-like Old Hamlet.

3) the ghost’s appearance is different from his appearance in

- Act L.

4y Hamlet doesn’t trust his schoolfeliows and plans to punish
them.

What do yvou think?

1) Does Gertrude know that Claudius killed Hamlet’s father?
Give your opinion,

2}  Why do vou think Hamlet asks her to t¢ll Claudius that he is
not mad?

3) What is Gertrude’s state when Hamlet leaves her? Do you

think that she will do what she has been asked? Does she be-
licve that he only pretends to be mad?

Make up a summary of the scene.

The ghost says to Hamlet, ‘Imagination works stronger in weakest bodies.’
Do you agree? Give your opinion.

ACT IV

Scene |

A room in the castle.
Frter KING CLAUDIUS, QUEEN GERTRUDE, ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDEN-
STERN
KING CLAUDIUS
There’s something in these sighs, these profound heaves:
You must translate: we don’t understand them.
Where is your son?
QUEEN GERTRUDE
Leave us for a little while.

Exit ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN

Ah, my good lord, what have I seen to-night!
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KING CLAUIUS
What, Gertrude? How does Hamlet?
QUEEN GERTRUDL
Mad as the sea and wind, when they dispute
Which is the mightier: in his lawless fit,
Behind the tapestry something stirs,
He whips out his sword, cries, ‘A rat, a rat”
And kills the unseen good old man.
KING CLAUDIUS
O heavy deed!
It would have happened to us, had we been there;
His liberty is full of threats to all:
'To you vourself, (o us, to every one,
Alas, how shall this bloody deed be answered?
It will be laid to us, whose providence
Should have kept short, restrained and out of haunt
‘This mad young man: but so much was our love,
We would not understand what was most fit;
Where is he gone?
QULLN GERTRUDE
To remove the body he has killed:
Over whom his very madness, like some ore
Among a mineral of metals base,
Shows itself pure; he weeps for what is done.

KING CLAUDILS
O Gertrude, come away!
The sun no sooner shall the mountains touch,
But we will send him away: and this vile deed
We must, with all our majesty and skill,
Both bear and excuse. Ho, Guildenstern!

1

Re-enter ROSENCRANTZ and GUH DENSTERN

I'riends both, go join you with some further aid:
Hamlet in madness has killed Polonius,

And from his mother’s room he has dragged him:
Go find him; speak fair, and bring the body

Into the chapel. 1 beg you, haste in this.

Lxit RONSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN
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Come, Gertrude, we'll call up our wisest friends;
And let them know, both what we mean to do,
And what's untimely done. O, come away!

My soul is tull of discord and dismay.

Fxit

Helpful Words & Noles

profound heaves — rnybhOKHE BIIOXM

fit 1 — npunaIoK

whip v BLIXBATBIBATH, BRITACKHWBITL

[t will be laid to us, whaose providence should have kept short, restrained and out
of haunt — Ero 110 HaC BO3NOKAT, Tk 3200710 OLLLL CTepet ., B3ITEL B PYKH.
YILLTH T

Over whom his very madness, like some ore among a mineral of metals base,
shows itself pure — v M, KOK 3000TO CPeAH HIOXOH PYILLL, ¢ro DeIvMLe
HPOABHIOCE HHCTHIM

vile ¢ — HUIKKHE, NOUTBIE

g0 join you with some further aid — cxomre sa nojivoron

discord # — cmMsirenne, payial

dismay # — Hcnyr

Activities

I Answer the questions.

1) What is the state ol the queen when she comes to see Claudius?

2y What does she say aboult the incident?

3y How does Claudius respond to her story?

4y  Whal does he want to do with Hamlet?

5y What does he ask Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to do?

6)  What does Claudius say to comfort (¥remmrnh, 1puodosl-
putb) Queen Gertrude?

11 Say whether the statement is true or false. I it is false, give the right an-
SWET.
1y  Claudius is afraid to be held responsible tor Polonius’s death,
2)  The queen says that Hamlet plays mad.
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3} Claudius pretends that his love for Hamlet has interfered
with his duty.

4)  Claudius wants to hush up Polonius’s murder and send Ham-
let to England.

II1  What do you think?

[} Does Gertrude tell Claudius the truth about what happened be-
tween her and Hamlet? Is she following Hamlet’s advice? Why?

2) Does Claudius understand what happened? What words de-
scribe his state? What do vou think he will do now?

v Describe the scene as Claudius and Guildenstern,

Scene [1

Another room in the castle.
Enter HAMLET

HAMLET
Safely hidden.

ROSENCRANTZ AND GUILDENSTERN:
(Within) Hamlet! Lord Hamiet!

HAMLET
What noise? Who calis on Hamlet?
O, here they come.

Enter ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN

ROSENCRANTZ

What have you done, my lord, with the dead body?
HAMLET

Mixed it with dust, to which it is related.
ROSENCRANTYZ

Tell us where it is, that we may take it from there and bear it to

the chapel.
HAMLLET

Do not believe it.
ROSENCRANTZ

Believe what?
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HAMLET
That I can follow your advice and not my own.
Besides, to be questioned by of a sponge! What replication should

be made by the son of a king”

ROSENCRANTZ
Do vou take me for a sponge, my lord?

HAMLET
Ay, sir, that soaks up the king’s favour, his rewards, his authorities.
Rut such officers do the king best service in the end: he keeps them,
like an ape, in the corner of his mouth; tirst mouthed, to be last
swallowed: when he needs what you have you have discovered, by
squeezing you, and, sponge, you shall be dry again.
ROSENCRANTZ
I understand you not, my lord.

HAMLET
I am glad of it: a knavish speech sleeps in a foolish ear.

ROSENCRANTZ -
My lord, you must tell us where the body is, and go with us to the
king.

HAMLET . '
The body is with the king, but the king is not with the body. The
king is a thing —

GUILDENSTERN
A thing, my lord!

HAMLET
Of nothing: bring me to him. Hide fox, and all after.

Fxit

Helpful Words & Notes

Mixed it with dust, to which it is related. — Cmewwan ¢ 3eMICH — OHa eMY
CPOOHM.

sponge n — ryoka

replication = answer, reply

a knavish speech sleeps in a foolish ear — xuTpasi peub CIIUT B LTYXOM yXC

Hide fox, and all after — Bery, nuca, v Bee 3a Hef (C/10BA U3 IICTCKOH UIPEIL)

81



Activities

1 Say why:

I} Rosencrantz and Guildenstern have come to Hamlet.

2) Hamlet calls Rosencrantz a sponge.

11 What do you think?

[} What do you think about Hamlet’s behaviour? Why does he

act as if he is mad?

2) How do Rosencrantz and Guildenstern respond to Hamlet’s
words about a sponge? Do they understand what he means?
Are they just looking for king’s favours or trying to help their

friend? Give your opinion.

IIE  Hamlet says, “a knavish speech sleeps in a foolish ear.’ What does he mean”

Can you explain? Do you agree with these words?

Scene I11

Another room in the castle.

Enter KING CLAUDIUS, attended

KING CLAUDIUS
I have sent to seck him, and to find the body.
How dangerous is it that this man goes loose!
Yet must not put the strong law on him:
He’s toved by the distracted multitude,
Who like, not in their judgment, but their cyes;
50, to make all smooth and even,
This sudden sending him away must scem
Deliberate pause: desperate diseases are relieved
by desperate appliance,
Or not at all.

(Enter ROSENCRANTZ)

Well now! What has happened?
ROSENCRANTZ -
Where the dead body is hidden, my lord,
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We cannot get from him.

KING CLAUDIUS
But where is he?

ROSENCRANTZ
Outside, my lord; guarded, to know your pleasure.

KING CLAUDIUS
Bring him before us.

ROSENCRANTZ
Ho, Guildenstern! Bring in my lord.

Enter HAMLET and GUILDENSTERN

KING CLAUDIUS
Now, Hamlet, where’s Polonius?

HAMLET
At supper.

KING CLAUDIUS
At supper! Where?

HAMLET
Not where he eats, but where he 15 caten.

KING CLAUDIUS
Alas, alas!

HAMLET
A man may fish with the worm that has eaten a king, and eat the
fish that has fed on that worm.

KING CLAUDIUS
What do you mean by this?

HAMLET ‘
Nothing but to show you how a king can go through the guts of
a beggar.

KING CLAUDIUS
Where is Polonius?

HAMLET
[n heaven; send there to sec: if your messenger does not find him
there, seck him in the other place yourself. But indeed, if you find
him not within this month, your nose will find him as you go up
the stairs into the lobby.
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KING CLAUDIUS
(To some ATTENDANTS)
Go seck him there,
HAMLEF
Hc will stay till you come.
Fxit ATTENDANTS
KING CLAUDIUS
Hamlet, this deed, for your special safety, —
Which we care about, as we dearly grieve
For that which you have donie, — we must send you away
With ficry quickness: therefore prepare yourself:
The boat is ready, and the wind at help,
Your attendants are waiting, and cvery thing is directed
For England.
HAMLET
For England!
KING CLAUDILIS
Ay, Hamlet.
HAMILET
Good.
KING CLAUDIUS
S0 18 it, if you knew our purposes.
HAMLET
[ scc a cherub that sees them. But, come: for
England! Farewell, dear mother.
KING CLAUDIUS
Your loving father, Hamlet.

HAMLET

My mother: father and mother is man and wife: man and wife is

one flesh; and so, my mother. Come, for England!
Exit
KING CLAUDIUS
Follow him at foot; hurry; delay it not; I'll have him go to-night;
Away! For every thing is sealed and done
That else leans on the affair: pray you, make haste.,
Exit ROSENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN

84

And, England, if my love you consider at all —
As my great power may give you sense,

Since your battle-scar looks raw and red

After the Danish sword, and your awe

Pays homage (0 us — you cannot ignore

Our sovercign order, which imports at full,

By letters to that efTect,

The present death of Hamlet. Do it, England;
FFor like a fever in my blood he rages,

And you must cure me: till [ know it is done,
Whatever my fortune, my joys will never begin.

Fxif

Helpful Words & Notes

attended — 30. co cBUTON

this man goes loose — TOT YIEN0BCK 1a BOJIC

He’s loved by the distracted multitude — K tieMy NpUBA3AHO NPOCTONAPOLBC

desperate diseases are relieved by desperate appliance — OTYAstHHLIH HCJLYT
BPAUVIOT JIMHITL OTUASHHBIC CPEACTRA

WwOrm # — 4YCpBhb

guts # pl — KHILKH

cherub # — xepysuM (O1HA U3 KaTCTOPUIH aHTEIOB)

Yor every thing is sealed and done that else leans on the affair - e saicHaTaHO,
H BCE TOTORO, UTO CHEYET

your awe pays homage {0 us — ¥ Thl 0,1arorORCHHO HaM 1UIaTHIN L laHb

which imports at full, by letters to that effect, the present death ol Hamlet - Tor,
4TO COACPAKUT, KAK ITO BOZBENACTCS B HUChME, cMepTh TamaeTa

Activities

I Choose the right answer.

1) Claudius says he's sending Hamlet away becausc
a) he’s worried about his safety.
b) Hamlet’s health may get better there.
¢) Hamlet must take his letters to the king of England.
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2) Hamlet suggests looking for Polonius PRINCE FORTINBRAS

a) in the next room. Go softly on.
b) in heaven. Exit FORTINBRAS and Soldiers
¢) in the cemetery. Enter HAMLET, ROSENCRANTZ, GUILDENSTERN and others

3) Claudius asks the king of England
a) tosend Hamlet to prison.
b) to kill Hamlet.

HAMLET
Good sir, whose powers are these?

c) to pay Hamlet the homage. CAlhalD : :
They are of Norway, sirt.
11 Say why: HAMLET .
: . . | What is the purpose, sir, | ask vou?
1) King Claudius believes that he can’t simply arrest Hamlet in G d
Denmark. CAPTAIN |
2) King Claudius strongly needs to dispose of (pacnpasutscs ¢) Against some part of Poland.
Hamlet. HAMLET
3) King Claudius expects that the king of England will obey his Who commands them, sir?
orders. _ CAPTAIN
: The nephew to old Norway, Fortinbras.
II'  Hamlet says, “...man and wife is one flesh.” What does he mean by these AR

words? Give your opinion, g ; i -
Goes it against the main of Poland, sir,

IV Imagine that you are one of the lords of the Danish court. Describe the Or for some frontier?

e CAPTAIN
Truly to speak, and with no addition,
We go to gain a little patch of ground
That has in it no profit but the name.

Scene IV To pay five ducats, five, I would not farm it;
! Nor will it bring to Norway or the Pole
A plain in Denmark. More money, should it be sold in fee.
Enter FORTINBRAS, a CAPTAIN and Soldiers, marching
. T HAMLET
PRINCE FORTINBRAS i Why, then the Polack never will defend it.
Go, captain, from me greet the Danish king;
CAPTAIN

Tell him that, by his license, Fortinbras

Asks for a promised march Yes, it is already garrisoned.

Over his kingdom. You know the rendezvous. HAMLET
[f that his majesty need to see us, Two thousand souls and twenty thousand ducats
We shall express our duty in his eye; Will not debate the question of this straw.
And let him know so. [ thank you, sir.
CAPTAIN CAPTAIN
1 will do it, my lord. God be with you, sir.
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FXxit

ROSENCRANTZ

Wilt please vou go, my lord?

HAMILET

I'll be with you immediately, go on a little.

( Exit all except HAM L..‘:"f')

Exit

How all occasions do rebuke me,
And urge my revenge! What is a man,
If the main profit of his time
Is just 1o sleep and feed? A beast. no more.
Sure, he that made us with such intelligence,
Did not give us that capabilily and god-like reason
To fet it go unused. Now, whether it be
Bestial oblivion, or some cowardly restraint
Of thinking too precisely on the event. | do not know
Why 1 live to say *This thing’s to do;’
Since | have cause and will and strength and means
To doit.
Witness this army of such mass
Led by a delicate and tender prince,
Whose spirit with divine ambition
[Laughs at the invisible event,
(xposing what 15 mortal and unsure
To all that tortune, death and danger bring,
Even tor an cgg-shell. Rightly to be great
Is not to stir without great argument,
But greatly 1o find quarre! in a straw
When honour is at the stake. How stand 1 then,
That have a lather killed, a mother stained,
And let all sleep? While, to my shame, | see
1 he imminent death of twenty thousand men
That, for a fantasy and (rick of fame,
Go to their graves like beds.
O, from this tune on,
My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth!

"
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Helpful Words & Notes

license = permission

softly adv — ue roponsich

main # — raBnad vacrh

frontier # —— rpannua

farm v — 3d. OpatTh B apeHIyY

Two thousand souls and twenty thousand ducats will not debate the question of this
straw. — JLBC TRICSUH TIOACH # ABLIIATE THICHY 30J0TBIX HE MOUYT YI4/IMTh
CHOP 00 DToM ByCrsike!

rebuke v - yapekarn; ocyxKaarn

Bestial oblivion, or some cowardly restraint of thinking too precisely on the
eventl - 0BCHLC CKOTCKOC ML XGLUIKHIE HABBLIK PaOBIYMEIBATE YPEEMCPHO
00 Hexoe

expose v — MOABCPraTh ONacHOCTH

When honour is al the stake — Koria sainera vecrn

a mother stained — maTL B nosope

for a fantasy and trick of fame — paay NPUXOTH W RIZOPHOH CRABLI

Activities

i Answer the questions.
1) Why is Fortinbras’ army passing through Denmark?
2)  Where does Fortinbras send the Captain?
3)  What is his message to the king?
4)  Where is Hamlet going when he meets the Captain?
5)  What docs the Captain say about the place they are lighting for?
6) How does Hamlel describe the quarrel between Norway and
Poland over this picce of land?
7)  What does Hamlet think of Fortinbras and his plans?
8)  What decision does Hamlet finally make?

[ Say whether the statement is true or false. H it is false, give the right an-
SWCT,

1) Fortinbras goes to Elsinore to meet King Claudius.

2) Poland is ready to defend its territory.

33 Hamilet is unsure himself why he has not yet had his revenge
on the King.
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II1

Complete the sentences.

1) Fortinbras is ready to see King Claudius if...
2) Hamlet thinks that the only reason for a fighting 1s when...
3) Hamlet believes that twenty thousand men will die for...

What do you think?

1) How does Hamlet’s mood change in his last soliloquy?
Does he rebuke himself for being unable to revenge his fa-
ther’s murder? What makes him give up his irresolution
(HepewnTeasHoCTL) and get determined to have revenge in
the end? Do you agree that it’s an emotional decision?

2)  What does Hamlet think of Young Fortinbras? Does he want
to have his strength? Is Hamlet able to lead an army into
pointless fighting and sacrifice many lives only to maintain
honour? Give your opinion.

Make up a summary of the scene.

Scene V

Elsinore. A room in the castle.
Fnter QUEEN GERTRUDE, HORATI(O) and a GENTLEMAN

QUEEN GERTRUDE

I will not speak with her.

GENTLEMAN

She is insistent, even mad:
Her mood is to be pitied.

QUEEN GERTRUDE

What does she want?

GENTLEMAN

She speaks much of her father; says she hears

There’s tricks in the world; and cries, and beats her heart;
Gets angry over straws; speaks things in doubt,

That with half sense: her speech is nothing,

Yet the unshaped use of 1t moves

The hearers to find meaning; they take it,

Q0

And remix the words up (it to their own thoughts;
While her winks, and nods, and gestures
Indeed would make one think there might be thought,
Though nothing sure, yet very unhappily.
HORATIO
It would be better if someone spoke to her; for she may plant
Dangerous conjectures in suspicious minds.
QUEEN GERTRUDE
|et her come in.

( Fxit HORATIO)

To my sick soul, as sin’s true nature is,
Each the most trivial thing scems prologue
to some greal misfortune:

So full of jealousy is guilt,

That spills itself in fearing to be spilt.

Re-enier HORATIO, with OPHET.IA

OPHELLIA
Where is the beautiful majesty of Denmark?

QUEEN GERTRUDL
How are you, Ophelia!
OPHELIA
{Sings)
How should I from vour true love know
From another one?
By his pilgrim hat and stafT,
And his sandal shocs.
QUEEN GERTRUDE
Alas, sweet lady, what meaning has this song?
OPHELIA
Say you? Nay, pray you, listen.
(Sings)
He is dead and gone, lady,
He is dead and gone;
Al his head a grass-green turf,
Al his heels a stone.
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QUEEN GERTRUDE

Nay, but, Ophclia, —
OPHLLIA

Pray you, listen.

{Sings)
White his shroud as the mountain snow, —

Enter KING CLAUDIUS

QUEEN GERTRUDE
Alas, look here, my lord.

OPHELIA

{Sings)
Decorated with sweel flowers
Which bewept to the grave did go
With true-love showers.

KING CLAUDIUS
How do you, pretty lady?

OPHELIA
Well, God reward you! They say the owl was a baker’s daughter,
Lord, we know what we are, but know not what we may be. God
be at your table!

KING CLAUDIUS
She is thinking of her father.
OPHLELIA
Pray you, let’s have no words of this; but when they ask you what
it means, say you this:
(Sings)
To-morrow is Saint Valentine’s day,
All in the morning betime,
And | a maid at your window,
To be your Valentine.
Then up he rose, and put on his clothes,
And opened the chamber-door;
Let in the maid, that out a maid
Never departed more.

KING CLAUDIUS
Pretty Ophelia!

P

OPHELIA

indeed, la, without an oath, I'll make anend on it:

(Sings)

Bv Gis and by Saint Charity,

Alas, and fie for shame!

Young men will do it if they come to it;

By God. they are to blame.

Said she, “Before you tumbled me,

You promised me to wed.”

Said he, “So would | have done, by that there sun,
If you had not come to my bed.”

KING CLAUDIUS
How long has she been like this?

OPHELIA
I hope all will be well. We must be patient: but | cannot choose
but weep, to think they should lay him in the cold ground. My
brother shall know of it: and so | thank you for your good advice.
Come, my coach! Good night, ladics; good night, sweet ladics;
good night, good night.

Fxit

KING CLAUDIUS
Follow her close: watch her carcfully,
| pray you.

( Fxit HORATIO)

Q, this is the poison of deep gricf; it comes

All from her father’s death. O Gertrude, Gertrude,
When sorrows come, they come not alone

But in battalions. First, her father killed:

Next, your son gone; and he most violent author
Of his own just remove: the people stirred up,

Thick and unclean in their thoughts and whispers,
For good Polonius’ death; and we have acted naively,
In secret 1o bury him: poor Ophelia

Divided from herself and her fair judgment,
Without which we are pictures, or mere beasts:
Last, yet containing as much as all these,

Her brother is in secret come from France;
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Keeps himself in clouds, imagining all kinds of things LAERTES

on his father’s death: If vou had vour wits, and asked for revenge,
O my dear Gertrude, this You would not move as much as this.
s 4 b
Like to 2 murdering-piece, in many places OPHELIA
Gives me superfluous death. (Sings) | |
A noise within You must sing ‘A-down a-down,’

And vou, "Call him a-down-a.’
O, how the wheel becomes it! It is the false
steward, that stole his master’s daughter.

QUEEN GERTRUDE
Alas, what noise is this?

KING CLAUDIUS

LAELRTES
™ o, it 7 Fl]: Fx T 1 "
Where are my Switzers? Lt them guard the door. Ihis says nothing but tells all.
E\thr .dnrinher C:u]?tlcmdn e 15
gk I e RatRt There's rosemary, that's for remembrance; pray, love, remember:
The Gentleman tells Claudius that LAERTES and angry people are coming, pro- and there is pansies, that's for thoughts.
claiming that LAERTES should be king. LAERTES arrives and demands 10 see LAERTES

his father and wanting justice when he learns that his father, POLONIUS, has
been killed. King CLADIUS remains calm, telling LAERTES that he himself is
. | =
guiltless of his father’s death and that he too mourned him. OPHE i , ' * :
[ AERTES ['here’s fennel for vou, and columbines: there’s rue for you; and
AE i)

e ‘ here’s some for me: we may call it herb-grace on Sundays: O you
How now: Whal noise is that? must wear your rue with a difference. There’s a daisy: | would give
( Re-enter OPHELIA) you some violets, but they all withered when my father died: they
say he made a good end, — |

A lesson in madness, thoughts and remembrance are appropriate.,

O heat, dry up my brains! Tears seven times salt,

Burn out the sense and virtue of my eve! (Sings)
By heaven, vour madness shall be paid by weight,
Till revenge is made. O rose of May!

Dear maid, kind sister, sweet Ophelia!

O heavens! Is it possible, a young maid’s wits
Should be as fragile as an old man’s life?

Nature is fine in love, and where it is fine,

It sends some precious instance of itself

After the thing it loves.

For bonny sweet Robin is all my joy.

LAERTES
Thought and gricf, passion, hell itself,
She makes charming and pretty.
OPHLELIA
( Sings)
And will he not come again?
And will he not come again?

OPHELIA No, no, he is dead:

(Sings) Go to your death-bed:
They bore him barcfaced on the bier; He never will come again.
Hey non nonny, nonny, hey nonny; His beard was as while as snow,
And in his grave rained many lears: — And golden was his hair;
Farewell, my dove! He is gone, he is gone,
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And we throw away moan:
God have mercy on his soul!
And of all Christian souls, I pray God. God be with you.

Fxit
LAERTES
Do vou see this, O God?

KING CLAUDIUS tells LAERTES that he shares his grief. He promises to make
investizations and if he, CLAUDIUS, is proved guilty of POLONIUS's death, he
will give LAERTES his kingdom, his crown and his life. If not, he will help to
find justice and take revenge.

bxit

Helpful Words & Notes

There’s tricks in the world - Bo Bcem oOMaH

straws # pf — MCTOMH, NIVCTIKH

conjectures # pf — NPCANOIOKCHYA, JONLIKN

misfortune # — necaacrne, Deaa

So full of jealousy is guill, that spills itself in fearing to be spilt. — Beero
CTRANITMTCH TAMTAs BUHA K 3THM CTPAXOoM H300THYCHA.

turf nn — JcpH

Which bewept to the grave did go with true-love showers — o B Moruay coincel
HABCK, HC OIUIAKAH MO

betime — carly

[.et in the maid, that oul a maid never departed more — Bnyckan kK cebe OH ACBY
BLOM, HE J1eBOH OTTIVCKL!

Gis — Jesus

fie for shame! — cruin u nosop!

Before you tumbled me., you promised me to wed. — Boib Te1 Mens, 1oKa He
CMSL, XOTE KEHOH HaBaTh.

he most violen( author of his own just remove: the people stirred up, thick and un-
clean in their thoughts and whispers, for good Polonius® death — treucronnii
BUHOBHUK CBOCH KC CCLUIKM, BCHOJAOIUCH HAPOA, THHIOH H MYTHBLIH B
HHCTIOTAX H MLICAHN, CMOCPDTLKY Moo

Like to a murdering-piece, in mmany places gives me superflnous death — see oo,
Kk Kapictn, MIHC BACT B MIOLITKOM CMCPTEH OTOBUHLGY

Switzers = Swiss guards

WILs 21 pl — pasyM. ¥yMm

fragile a — Xpyvikui, carabnil

bier # — HOXOPOHTILIE HOCHIKH

U6

A-down  Tlonuxe

wheel — wMmeeTes B BIIY Kodeco PopryHbl

steward »1 - yrpaBISIOIWMA, HBOPCILKHH

rosemary # — posMapuil {Odeinsa pasiacT uBerbl B COOTBETCTEMM € UX
CHMBOJITHUICCKHM .III-‘.‘I‘ICIIHCH}

pansies # pf — aiOTHHLL ra3Kd (OO BMECTe C POSMAPHHOM [1aeT WX
Haspry, Moxer ObiTL, HpHHHMa ero 3a lasacra)

fennel # — ¢heHxean (IYINKCTLIA, CAaNKHE YKPOIL); CHMBOM HIPUTBOPCTBA H
JIECTH

columbines # p/ — aksuiacrus, cumpon npetarcanersa (Odesivg BmecTe ¢
(hpeHxesnreM 1aeT cC KOPpOio)

rue # — PyTa, CHMBO PACKASHHS H CKOPOHOTO BOCTIOMHHANMA

herb-grace — Diaarojaardas Tpansa

daisy n — poManika; MaprapuIka, cHMBoi ipursopersa {pesns pMecre ¢
PYTOH JIACT €€ KOPOICBe)

violetls # pf — hrai Ik, CHMBOJ BCPHOCTH

wither v — yBaTn

Activities
i Answer the questions.

1) What makes Gertrude see Ophelia?

2} What happened to Ophelia?

3)  What do we learn aboul the state of Gertrude’s soul?
4y  What kind of songs does Ophelia sing?

5y  What does King Claudius think of her?

6)  What does he ask Horatio to do?

7y Why has Laertes come from France?

&)  Who supports Lacrtes?

9y 1Is Claudius alraid of Lacrtes?

10y How well does Claudius handle the emergency?

11 How does Laertes respond to mad Ophelia?

12) What does Ophelia give to her brother, the King and queen?
13) What offer does Claudius make to Lacrtes?

il Say who:

1)y persuades Queen Gertrude to see Ophelia.
2) constantly speaks about her father and sings strange songs.
3) comes to claim the Danish crown.
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4)
5)

believes it was nanve to bury Polonius in secret,
sympathises with Laertes’s gnef.

Say whether the statement is true or false. If it is false, give the right

ANSWer.

1) Gertrude 15 afraid that a most trivial thing can bring great
mislortunes.

2} Laertes 1s sure that his father was killed by the king.

3} Ophelia becomes mad from the grief of losing Hamlet.

What do you think?

1)

2)

3}

4)

The court thinks that Ophelia’s madness is caused by her
father’s death. Is it the only thing that has made her mad?
Judging from her songs, what clse i1s in her mind? Does any-
body see it?

What is Laertes’s approach to revenging his father’s death?
How does it compare to Hamlet’s? How much support does
he have? Whom docs he initially blame?

How does Ophelia express her feelings and ideas? Are her
symbols clear to anvbody?

What do vou think will be the result of Claudius’s investiga-
tions?

What other symbolic meanings of flowers do you know? Give examples.

Make up a summary of the scene.

Scene VI

Another room in the castle.
Enter HORATIO and ¢ SERVANT

HORATIO
What are they that want to speak with me?

SERVANT

Sailors, sir: they say they have letters for you,

9%

HORATIO
Let them come in.

(Exit SERVANT)

1 do not know trom what part of the world
| should be greeted, if not from Lord Hamlet.

Enfer SAILLORS
FIRST SAILOR

(od bless vou, sir.
HORATIO

Lect him bless you too,

FISRST SAILOR
He shall, sir, if it pleases him. There’s a letter for you, sir; it comes
{rom the ambassador that was heading to England; if your name
is Horatio, as | am let to know it is,

The letter is from HAMLET. He writes that only after two days ai sea his ship
was aitacked by pirates. They were forced to fight. During the baitle HAMLET
boarded the pirate ship but was captured by the pirates and became their pris-
oner. The pirates treated HAMLET well and in return he promised fo do them a
favour. HAMLET writes he has sent letters to the king and urgently wishes to see
HORATI0. He also says that ROZENCRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN are still on
the way to England and he’s got a lot 1o tell Horatio about them.
HORATIO

Come, | will make you way for these vour letters;

And do it quicker, that yvou may dircct me

To him from whom you brought them.

Fxit

Activities

I Answer the questions.

1)  Who brings Hamlet’s letter to Horatio?

2)  What has happened to Hamlet?

3) What does Hamlet ask Horatio to do?

4)  What is known about Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?
5} Who will take Horatio to where Hamlet is?
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11 What do you think?

What do vou learn about Hamlet from the letter? Is he brave? Do
vou agree that he is capable ol acting when it 1s necessary? Give
your opinion.

Il Say in a few sentences about what has happened in the scene.

Scene V11

Another room in the castle.
Enter KING CLAUDIUS and LAERTES
KING CLAUTDMLS
Now your conscience must acknowledge my innocence,
And you must take me 1o your heart as a friend,
Since you have heard,
That he who killed your noble lather
Pursued my life.
LAERTES
So it appears: but tell me
Why you never took action against these deeds,
So crimelul and so eapital in nature,
But acted upon the matters that concern vour safety.
KING CLAUDIUS
O, for two special reasons;
Which may to vou, perhaps, scem rather weak,
But vet to me they are strong. The queen his mother
Lives almost by his looks; and lor mysell
My virtuc or my plague, be 1t cither which —
She’s so vital to my lile and soul,
That, as the star moves in its own sphere,
[ need her in my orbit. The other motive,
Why to a public count I might not go,
Is the great love the people bear him;
Who, dipping all his faults in their affection,
Would, like the spring that turns wood 1o stone,
Convert his guill 1o graces; so thal my arrows,
Too slim against so loud a wind,
Would have reverted to my bow again,
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And not where 1 had aimed them.

LALRTES
And so | have lost a noble father;
A sister driven into desperate terms,
Who could have stood on a mountain
And challenged the age to exceed her perfections:
but my revenge will come.
KING CLAUDIUS
Don’t break your sieeps for that: you must not think
That we are made of stuff so flat and dull
That we can let our beard be shook with danger
And think it pastime. You shortly shall hear more:
| loved your father, and we love oursell]
And that, | hope, will teach you to imagine —
(Enter a MESSENGER)
How now! What news?
MESSENGER
Letters, my lord, from Hamlet:
This to your majesty; this to the queen.
KING CLAUDIUS
From Hamlet! Who brought them?
MESSENGER
Saifors, my lord, they say; 1 did not see them:
They were given me by Claudio; he received them
Of him that brought them.

KING CLAUDILIS
Lacrtes, vou shall hear them. Leave us.

(Exit MESSENGER)

{ Reads)
‘High and mighty, you shall know I am set naked on your kingdom.
Tomorrow 1 shall beg leave to see your kingly eyes: when | shall,
first asking yvour pardon, explain the reasons for my sudden and
More strange return.

Hamlet.’
What does this mean? Have all the rest come back?
Or is it some fraud, and no such thing?
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LAERTES
Do vou know the hand?

KING CLAUDIUS
IU"s Hamlet’s, "Naked?!
And in a postscript here, he says ‘alone.’
Can you advise me?

LACRTES
I’m lost in it, my lord. But let him come;
It warms the very sickness in my heart,
That [ shall live and tell him to his teeth,
“This i1s vour death?’

KING CLAUDIUS
It it be so, Laertes —

As how should it be so? How otherwise? —

Will you be ruled by me?
LAERTLES
Ay, my lord,
~If you do not force me (o make peace.
KING CLAUDIUS

To makc vour own peace. If he has returned

and means to stay, 1 will work him
To an exploit, now ripe in my device,
Which will guarantee his downfall;

And for his death no wind of blame shall breathe,
But even his mother will acknowledge this

And call it accident.
LAERTES
My lord, 1 will be ruled;
The better, if vou could plan it so
That | might do the deed.

KING CLAUDIUS flatters [AERTES regarding his skifl with swordsmanship and
says that HAMLET envies it and is anxious to fence with him.

KING CLAUDIUS
Laertes, was vour father dear to you?
Or are you like the painting of a sorrow,
A face without a heart?
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LAERTES

Why do vou ask this?

KING CLAUDIUS

Not that I think vou did not love your father;
But that | know love is worn by time;

And that | sce, in events thal prove so,

Time moderates the fire of it.

Hamlet comes back: what would you do,

To show yourself your father’s son in action
More than in words?

LAERTES

To cut his throat in the church.

KING CLAUDIUS

No place, indeed, should murder sanctuarize;
Revenge should have no limits. But, good Lacrics,
Will vou do this? Stay in your room.

On returning Hamlet will know you have come:
We'll praise vour excellence and bring you together
He, being most generous and free from all contriving,
Will not cxamine swords; so that, with ease,

Or with a little shuffling, you may choose

A sword unbated, and in a pass of practice

Avenge your father’s death.

LAERTES

[ will do it:

And, for that purposc, I’'ll anoint my sword.

| bought an unction of a charlatan,

So mortal that, but dip a knife in it,

And no medicine under the moon,

can save the thing from death

When it has just a scratch: I'll touch my point
With this poison, that, if | scratch him slightly,
It may be death.

CLAUDIUS
Let’s turther think of this;
If this should fail, and you make a bad performance,
It would be better if this project
Should have a back or second, that might hold.
Soft! Let me see: [ have it.
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When in your motion you are hot and diyy —
And that he calls for drink, I'll have prepared him
A drink for the occasion, so that by sipping,
If he by chance escape vour poisoned stick,
Our purpose may hold there.
(Enter QUEEN GERTRUDE)
How now, sweel gueen!
QULLEN GLRTRUDL
One woe does tread upon another’s heel,
So tast they follow; your sister’s drowned, Laertes.
LALRTLS
Drowned! O, where?
QULLN GLERTRUDL
There i1s a willow grows beside a brook,
That shows his leaves in the glassy strcam;
There with lantastic garlands did she come
Of crow-flowers, nettles, daisies, and long purples
That liberal shepherds give a grosser name,
Bl our maids dead men’s lingers call them:
There, climbing up to hang her coronet weeds
A branch broke:
And down her weedy trophies and herselt
bell in the weeping brook. Her clothes spread wide;
And, mermaid-like, tor a while they kept her up:
Which time she sang parts of old tunes;
Without realizing her own distress,
Or like a creature native
To that element: but it was not long
Till her dress, heavy with their drink,
Pulled the poor girl Irom her melodious song
To muddy death.
LAERTES
Alas, then, she is drowned?
QUEEN GERTRUDE
Drowned, drowned.
LAERTES
Too much water for vou, poor Ophelia,
And therefore | forbid my tears: but vel
1404

1t is our way; nature her custom holds,
Let shame say what it will: when these are gone,
I will do my crying. Adieu, my lord:
| have a speech of fire within me,
But my tears only douse it.

Exit

KING CLAUDIUS
Let’s tollow, Gertrude:
How much | had to do to calm his anger!
Now fear | this will give it start again;
Therctore let’s follow.

Exif

Helpful Words & Notes

Pursued my life — MOKYINAJICH H Ha MO KH3IHb

capital ¢ 3d. THKKHH (0 Hpecmynaeni)

The other motive, why (o a public count I might not go — npyroe ocHoBaHbBE HE
NPUOCTaTh K OTKPLITOMY DA3OOpy

Convert his guill o graces - cro O1IWHOKH BOSBCYT B 3ACIYTH

A sister driven into desperate terms — 1 MpPakK DE3HALCKHBLIA BRCPAKECNA
ceerpa

That we can let our beard be shook with danger and think it pastime — uTobdLI,
KOUIA GNACHOCTL HAC XBATACT 3a BOPOAY, CUNTIATL, HTO HT0 BHLOD

I am set naked on your kingdom — 51 BLICAKCH HATHM B BANICM KOPOJCBCTBC

fraud » — oOMaH

I'm lost in it — 1 Cam TCpsHOCH

1 will work him Lo an exploit, now ripe in my device - 5 210 TOJXKHY H HOMBAL,
B MBIC/IHX ¥ MCHS CO3PCBIIHI

Satter v — j1eTUTL

swordsmanship 1 — HCKVCCTBO (PCXTOBANNWA

fence v — dexToBATH

No place, indeed, should murder sanctuarize — Koucuno, Jug VOHHLBL HET
CBATBIHH

free from all contriving - 1y KABIH BCIKHM KOSHHAM

with a little shuffling — ¢ nedoOIBION VIOBKO

unbated ¢ — 3¢ OCTPBLIM, HATOMCHHDLIH (0 KaithKe)

anoinl v — cMasbinarh

enction 4 — Mashb
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[t would be better if this project should have a back second, that might hold. —
Haim sambicen HYXHO CKPENHTh APYIHM, KOTOPBIH YCTosLI Db

One woe does tread upon another’s heel — MaeT 3a ropeyM rope 1o nsiram

brook # — pyuei

Of crow-flowers, nettles, daisies, and long purples that liberal shepherds give
a grosser name — CIUICTS. KPallMBY, MaprapvTKH, NIOTHK, OPXHICIO, ¥
BOJTBHBIX MACTYXOB IPYOCH M X KJIHYKA

coronet weeds — peliku

like a creature native to that element — Kak CyILICCTRO, POAKASHIOE B CTUXHH BOA

nature her custom holds, let shame say what it will — upupona arur obbivai
HAIO CThLLY

douse v — TYLHTb, TACHTD

Activities
| Answer the questions.

1}  What has Claudius told Laertes about Hamlet?

2)  Why can’t he arrest Hamlet?

3y  What things of a personal nature do we learn about Claudius
and Gertrude?

4) Claudius promises Laertes to tell him more about Hamlet,
What does he mean?

5) Whal does Hamlet write in his letter?

6) What Lacrtes’s skill does Claudius praise?

7)  What plan do Claudius and Laertes develop?

8) How does Claudius respond to Laerles’s intention to cut
Hamlet’s throat in church?

9)  How will Claudius and Lacrtes use Laertes’ reputation of a
superb swordsman?.

10) Who suggests anointing the sword with poison?

| 1) What happened to Ophelia? Was it an accident or did she Kill
hersclf?

12) What is Laertes’s response to her death?

13} What does Claudius decide to do after Lacrtes [caves?

[l Say whether the statement is true or false. If it is false, give the right answer.

1) Claudius doesn’t manage to convince Laertes of his inno-
cence.
2) Hamlet isn’t popular with common pcople.
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3) The allics plan to kill Hamlet with a poisoned sword and a
poisoned drink as a back up.

4y Laertes wants to kill Hamlet in a fencing match.

5) Ophelia drowned when she was bathing in the stream.

6) Laertes unlike Hamlet is ready for action without suflicient
thought first.

Prove that:

) Claudius is delighted at the success of his manipulation.
2} Claudius has given a lot of thought to his plans to kill Hamlet.
3y Claudius knows Hamlet's character well.

Who said these to whom?

1y Revenge should have no limits.
2)  One woe does tread upon another’s heel.
3y 1| have a speech of fire within me, but my tears only douse it.

What do you think?

1)  How do Claudius and Laertes react to Hamlet’s letter? Clau-
dius asks [aertes’s advice about it. Does he really need it?
Give your opinion.

2)  Whal word from the letter worry Claudius most of all? Why?

What seems to be Hamlet’s plan?

Why doesn’™ Claudius say to Laertes anything about Ham-

let’s madness?

4) How docs Claudius manage to win Laertes (o his plan to kill
Hamlet? Why do vou think Lacrtes is so casily manipulated
by the king?

5y What would Laertes do to get revenge? How does this com-
pare to Hamlet?

6}  Why do vou think Laertes bought the poison? Did he plan to
use 1t against Claudius?

7)  What do you think of Claudius’s plan to kill Hamlet? Can such
murder seem an accident? 1s Claudius worried about it? Why?

8y  Why Claudius suggests following Lacries? What does he [ear
will happen?

L
"

Make up a summary of the scene,



(Sings)}

O, a pit of clay for to be made
For such a guest 1s meet.

HAMLLT
I think it is vours, indeed; for you lie in it.

FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
You lie out of it, sir, and therefore it is not yours: for my part, | do
not lie in it. and yet it is mine.

i g

4

|
oot

.r X,
HAMLET
“You lic in it, to be in it and say it is yours: it’s for the dead, not for
the living; therefore you hic.
FIRST GRAVE-DIGGLER
s a live lie, sir; it will [y away, from me to you.
HAMLET
What man do vou dig it for?

FIRST GRAVE-DIGGLER
For no man, sir.

HAMLLET
What woman, then?

FIRST GRAVE DIGGLER
For none, neither.

ACTY
HAMLLT
Scene | Who is 1o be buried in it?
A churchyvard. FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
Enter two GRAVE-DIGGERS with spades. One that was a woman, sir; but, rest her soul, she’s dead.
The GRAVE-DIGGERS are digging a grave for OPHELIA. They think she com- HAMLET

mitted suicide but is allowed a Christian barial only because she was a gentle-

s K : b ) _ , Pl How pedantic the knave is! We must speak with precision or equivo-
woman. HAMIET arvives with HORATIO. He Is surprised to see a GRAVE- DIG-

GER singing and joking while he works. As the SECOND GRAVE-DIGGER leaves cation will undo us. }

to feich liguor the FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER throws out of the grave some skulls. How long have you been a grave-maker:

HAMLET makes considerations on death and mortaliiy. FIRST GRAVE-DIGGLR

HAMLET Of all the days in the year, | came to it that day that our last king
| will speak to this lellow. Whose grave’s this, sirrah? Hamlet defeated Fortinbras.

FIRST GRAVE-DIGGLER HAMLLT
Mine, sir. How long ago was that?
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FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
Cannot you tell that? Every fool can tell that: it was the very day
that young Hamlet was born; he that is mad, and sent to Eng-
land.
HAMLET
Of course, why was he sent to England?
FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
Why, because he was mad: he shall recover his wits there: or, if he
does not, it’s no great matter there.
HAMLET
Why?
FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
They will not see it in him there; there the men are as mad as he.
HAMLET
How did his madness come?
FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
Very strangely, they sav.
HAMLET
How strangely?
FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
Truly, he’s just lost his wits.
HAMLET
Upon what ground?
FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
Why, here in Denmark.

The grave-digger throws up a skull. HAMLET takes it, The grave-digger tells him
that this skull belonged to the court jester Yorick.
HAMLET
This?
FIRST GRAVE-DIGGER
Yes, that.
HAMLET
Let me see. ( Takes the skull)
Alas, poor Yorick! [ knew him, Horatio: a fellow of infinite jest, of

most excellent fancy: he carried me on his back a thousand times;
and now I find this! [t makes me nauseous.
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Here hung those lips that | have kissed | know not how often.
Where are your jokes now? Your tricks? Your songs? Your flashes
of merriment, that used to set the table laughing? Not one now,
to mock your own grinning”

Now get you to my lady’s chamber, and tell her, let her paint her
face an inch thick, she must come to be like this; make her laugh
at that.

( Puts down the skull)
But soft! But soft! Aside: here comes the king.

(Enter PRIEST, etc. in procession; the Corpse of OPHELIA, LAERTES and Mourn-
ers following; KING CLAUDIUS, QUEEN GERTRUDE, their trains, eic.)

The quecn, the courtiers: who is this they follow?
And with such incomplete rites? This does confirm
The corpse they follow had taken

its own life: it was of some estate.

Let’s hide awhile, and listen.

Retiring with HORATIO

LAERTES
What further ceremony?

HAMLET
That is Laertes,
A very noble youth: listen.

FIRST PRIEST
Her funeral rites have been as far enlarged
As possible: her death was doubtful;
And, but that great command oversways the order,
She should in ground unsanctified have laid
Until judgment day: instead of charitable prayers,
Pieces of pottery and pebbles should be thrown on her;
Yet here she is allowed her virgin garlands,
Her maiden flowers and the use
Of bell and burial.

JLAERTES
Must there no more to be done?

FIRST PRIEST
No more ¢an be done:

BB



We should profane the service of the dead
1f we sang a requiem and put her to rest
With the souls who died in peace.
LAERTES
Lay her in the earth:
And from her fair and unpolluted flesh
May violets spring! 1 tell you, churlish priest,
An angel shall my sister be,
When you lie howling in the hell.

HAMLET

What, the fair Ophglia!
QUEEN GERTRUDE

Sweets to the sweet: farewell!

(Scattering flowers)

I hoped you would have been my Hamlet's wife;
[ planned to decorate your bride-bed, sweet maid,
And not your grave.

LAERTES
O, treble woe
Fall ten times treble on that cursed head,
Whose wicked deed deprived yvou
Of your sanity! Hold off the earth awhile,
Till I have caught her once more in my arms:

(fumps info the grave)

Now pile your dust upon the quick and dead,

Till of this plain a mountain you have made.
HAMLET

(Advancing) What is he whose grief

Bears such an emphasis? What phrase of sorrow

Calls up the wandering stars, and makes them stand

Like wonder-wounded hearers? This is I,

Hamlet the Dane.

Leaps into the grave

LAERTES

The devil take your soul!
- Attacks him

E12

HAMLET
You do not pray well.
I pray you, take your fingers from my throat;
For, though I am not hot-tempered and rash,
Vet have | something dangerous in me,
Which your wisdom should fear: hold off your hand.

KING CLAUDIUS
Separate up.

QUEEN GERTRU DE
Hamlet, Hamlet!

ALL
Gentlemen, —

HORATIO _
Good my lord, be quiet.

The Attendants part them, and they come out of the grave

HAMLET .
Why, 1 will fight with him upon this theme

Until my eyelids will no longer blink.

QUEEN GERTRUDE
O my son, what theme?

HAMLET
I loved Ophelia: forty thousand brothers

Could not, with all their quantity of love,
Make up my sum. What will you do for her?

KING CLAUDIUS
O, he is mad, Laertes.

QUEEN GERTRUDE
For love of God, leave him alone.

HAMLET
Come, show me what you’ll do: :
Would you weep? Would you fight? Would you fast:
Would you wound yourself? .
Would you drink vinegar? Eat a crocodile?
I’ll do it. Do you come here to whine?
To outface me with jumping into her grave?
Be buried quick with her, and so will L:
And, if you speak of mountains, let them throw
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Millions of acres on us. Nay, open vour mouth,
And I'll rant as well as you,
QUEEN GERTRUDE
This is mere madness:
And thus awhile the fit will act on him:
Then he will be as paticnt as the female dove.
HAMLET
Listen here, sir;
What is the reason that you’re behaving like this?
I always liked you: but does not matter;
Let Hercules himself do what he may,
The cat will mew and dog will have his day:.
Fxit
KING CLAUDIUS
I pray you, good Horatio, stay with him.
Exit HORATIO
(To LAERTES)

Strengthen your patience in our last night’s speech:
We'll put the matter to the test at once.

Good Gertrude, set some watch over your son.
This grave shall have a living monument;

An hour of quiet shortly shall we see:

Till then, in patience we must be,

Fxit

Helpful Words & Notes

They think she committed suicide but is allowed a Christian burial only be-
cause she was a gentlewoman. — Bo spevena Lilekcnupa camoyGuiicTno

CHUTANOCE THAKKHM rpexom. CaMoyDBHIIL XOPOIHIWIH 30 OTpajleil K1anbu @
Oes oTnenanusl.

liquor # — criMpTHOE, BLEINKRBKA

sirrah 1 — yem. i To1, Kak Tebs Tas (o6palucHe K MYSKUMIIE, BLIPAXAIONICE
APCIPCHANC, NEYBAKEHHE, KAK MPABIIO, MO OTHONICHUIO K YC/IOBEKY HHXC
110 NOAOKCHHID)

pit 71 — Ama

meet = suitable

for you lie in it — urpa cios (ri1aron fie uMeeT pazHbie 3HAYCHHA! «TaTh»;
«/TeXXaTb» )

equivocation will undo us — mbl 1OTHOHEM OT ABYCMBIC/ICHHOCTH

he shall recover his wits — oH npHICT B pacCynokK

court jester — NPUABOPHbIN LIYT

a fellow of infinite jest, of most excellent fancy — venoBek DECKOHEUHO
OCTPOYMHBIH, HYIeCHBIH BbLIYMIIIUK

trains # p/ — CBUTHI

rites n pl — obpan

it was of some estate — KXTO-T0 3HATHBIN

but that great command oversways the order — He Oy/Ib YCTaB NMPEOICACH CTOI b
BJACTHO ; )

We should profane the service of the dead — Mul 661 OCKBEPHUW/IN CBATCH
oopHn

churlish ¢ — Tpy0GbIil, YePCTREI

0, treble woe fall ten times treble on that cursed head — Tpuanars, Gen
TPEXKPATHBIX A [HOPA3AT TIPOKISTVIO [JIARY

fast v — rogoaatb

whine v — XHbIKaTh

outface v -- OPOCUTL BbI30B, CMYTHTh

rant v — W3pEKaTh, PpasriaroibeTBoBalb

Activities
I Answer the questions.

1) For whom is the grave the grave-diggers are digging?

2)° What do they think about Ophelia’s death?

3) What are they doing while working?

4) 'Who come to the churchyard?

5) What do Hamlet and the grave-digger talk about?

6) What does the grave-digger know about Hamlet?

7)  Who was Yorick?

8) What does Hamlet say about Yorick?

9) What does he feel when he’s holding Yorick’s skull in his
hands?

10) Who follows Ophelia’s body to the grave?

11) What do we learn from Gertrude’s farewell to Ophelia?

12) When does Hamlet learn that this is the funeral of Ophelia?

13} What makes Laertes jump into Ophelia’s grave?

14) What happens when Hamlet appears?
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15) Why is he so angry?
16) What does Claudius say to Horatio, Laertes and Queen Ger-
trude?

Say whether the statement is true or false. If it is false, give the right
answer.

1) The grave-diggers belicve that Ophelia is given a Christian
burial because of her noble origin.

2) Laertes is satisfied with funeral rites for his sister.

3) Gertrude says that when Hamlet’s fits are over he becomes as
patient as a dove.

Complete the sentences.

1} The grave-digger says that Hamlet was sent to England to...
2) Young Hamlet was born the very day that...
3) Hamlet tells Horatio that Laertes ...

Prove that:

1) the grave-digger is willy (0CTpOYMHbIH).
2) cveryone believes that Ophelia has committed suicide.
3) Claudius has not given up the idea of killing Hamlet.

What do you think?

1) Hamlet calls himself Hamlet the Danc. Do you think that he
claims the royal title? What does it mean to him? Give your
opinion,

2} How is Hamlet’s attitude to Ophelia changed? What arc his
real feelings? What makes him declare them so strongly?
What is he ready to do for her?

3) Why doesn’t Hamlet understand why Laertes is so hostile to
him? Does he realize that it was the death of Polonius that
triggerced the death of Ophelia and Laertes’s hate? Do you
agree that Hamlet is so preoccupied with his own feelings
that he can’t see other pecople’s emotions?

Make up a summary of the scene as Horatio.
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A hall in the castie.
Enier HAMEET and HORATIO. HAMLE T felis his fiiend that while e was on the
ship to Englund he found CLAUDIUSs letter ordering him to be Killed. e then
substituted it with a letter ordering the death of ROSENCRANTZ and GUHLDEN-
STERN. The next dav the ship was attacked by the pirates and he was taken
prisoner. HAMILET says he does not feel sorry for them because they meddled in
the affairs they did not understand. HAMELET afso wants to take action against
CLAUDIUS and regreis his hostile behaviour in LAERTES.
Enter OSRIC. He presents the king’s proposal of a match between HAMLET and
LAERTES. He also says that the king hay laid a great wager of HAMLETs head.
HAMEET agrees to fight.
Exit OSRIC
Futer a {ORD
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ORI
My lord, his majesty sends me to know if your pleasure holds to
play with Laertes, or that you will take longer time.

HAMILET
| am constant to my purpose; they follow the king’s pleasure; if his
fitness speaks, mine is ready; now or when he prefers.

[ORD
The king and queen and all are coming down.

HAMLET
In happy time.

| ORI
The queen desires you to use some gentle entertainment to Laertes
before you start to play.

HAMILET
She well instructs me.

fxit LORD
HORATIO
You will lose this wager, my lord.

HAMLET
[ do not think so: since he went into France, [ have been in con-
tinual practice: I shall win at the
odds. But you would not think how ill all is here about my heart:
but it is no matter.

Erter KING CLAUDIUS, QUEEN GERTRUDE, LAFKRTES, LORDS, OSRIC and
ATTENDANTS with foils, etc.
KING CLAUDIUS

Come, Hamiet, come, and take this hand from me.
KING CLAUDIUS puts LAERTES hand inio HAMLET s
HAMLET

Give me your pardon, sir: 've done you wrong:

But pardon it, as you arc a gentleman.

This court knows,

And you must have heard, how | am punished

With sore distraction. What | have done,

That might your nature, honour and exception

| here proclaim was madness.

Was it Hamlet who wronged Laertes? Never Hamlet:
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If Hamlet from himself is taken away,
And when he’s nol himself does wrong Laertes,
Then Hamiet does it not, Hamlet denies it.
Who does it, then? His madness: if it s so,
His madness is poor Hamlet’s encmy.
LAERTES
[ am satisfied in nature,
but in my terms of honour I stand aloof.

HAMLET
| accept it freely;
And will this brother’s wager frankly play.
Give us the foils. Come on.

LAERTES
Come, one lor me.

KING CLAUDIUS
Give them the foils, young Osric.
|.AERTES
This i1s too heavy, let me see another.
HAMLET
I like this. These foils have all the same length?
They prepare to play
OSRIC
Ay, my good lord.

KING CLAUDIUS
Sct the jars of wine upon that table.
If Hamlet gives the first or second hit,
Or quits in answer of the third exchange,
The king shall drink to Hamlet's better breath;
And in the cup a pearl shall he throw,
Grander than that which four successive kings
In Denmark’s crown have worn. Come, begin:
And you, the judges, bear a wary eye.

HAMLET
Come on, sir.
LAERTES
Come, my lord.
They play
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HAMLET HAMLET

One. I dare not drink yet, madam,; later on.
LAERTES QUEEN GERTRUDE
No. Come, let me wipe your face.
HAMLET LAERTES
Judgment. My lord, I'll hit him now.
OSRIC KING CLAUDIUS
A hit, a very palpable hit. I do not think it,
LAERTES LAERTES
Well; again. (Aside) And yet it’s almost against my conscience.

HAMLET |
Come, for the third, Laertes: you but dally;
I pray vou, pass with vour best violence.

LAERTES
Say you so? Come on.

KING CLAUDIUS
Stay; give ime drink. Hamlet, this pearl is yours;
Here’s to your health.

( Trumpets sound, and cannon shot off within)

Give him up.
the LuP_ They play
HAMLET OSRIC
I'l]l pl ; - set | i S , ;
piay this bout first; set it by awhile. Come. Nothing, neither way.
(They play) LAERTES
Another hit; what say you? : Have at you now!
LAERTES . LAERTES wounds HAMLET; then in scuffling, they change rapiers, and HAMLET
A touch, a touch, I do confess. _ wounds LAERTES
KING CLAUDIUS KING CLAUDIUS
Our son shall win. Part them, they are incensed.
QUEEN GERTRUDE HAMLET
He’s fat, and short of breath. Nay, come, again.
Here, Hamlet, take my napkin, rub your brows; QUEEN GERTRUDE falls
The queen drinks to your fortune, Hamlet. OSRIC
HAMLET Look to the queen there, ho!
Good madam! HORATIO
KING CLAUDIUS They bleed on both sides. How is it, my lord?
Gertrude, do not drink. OSRIC
QUEEN GERTRUDE How is it, Laertes?
| will, my lord; I pray you, pardon me. LAERTES
KING CLAUDIUS Why, as a woodcock to my own trap, Osric;
(Aside) It is the poisoned cup: it is too late. I am justly killed with my own treachery.
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HAMLLT
How does the queen?
KING CLAUDIUS
She fainted at the blood.
QUELN GERTRUDE
No, no, the drink, the drink, —
O my decar Hamlet, —
The drink, the drink! I am poisoned.

Dies

HAMLET
O villany! Ho! Let the door be locked:

Treachery! Scek it out.

LAERTES
It is here, Hamlet: Hamlet, you arc about to dic;
No medicine in the world can do you good;
[n vou there is not half an hour of life;
The treacherous instrument is in my hand,
Sharp and poisoncd: the foul practice
Has turned itself on me. Lo, here | lig,
Never to rise again: your mother’s poisoned:
[ can no more: the king, the king’s to blame.

HAMLET
The point! — poisoned too!
Then, poison, (o your work.,
Stabs KING CLAUDIUS
ALL
Treason! Treason!

KING CLAUDIUS
(O, yet defend me, friends; I am but hurt.

HAMLET
Here, you incestuous, murderous. damned Dane,
Drink off this poison. Is your pearl here?
Follow my mother.
KING CLAUDIUS dies
I AERTES
He 1s justly served;
He mixed the poison himself.
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Exchange lorgiveness with me. noble Hamlet:
Mine and my father’s death come not upon you,
Nor yours on me.

ies

HAMIET
Heaven make vou free ol it! 1 follow vou.
[ am dead. Horatio. Wretched gueen. adicu!
You that look pale and tremble at this chance,
That are but mutes or audience to this act,
Had [ but time — as this cruel sergeant, death,
Is strict in his arrest — O, | could tell vou —
But let it be. Horatio, 1 am dead;
You live; report me and my cause aright
To the unsatislied.
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HORATIO
Never believe it:
[ am more an antique Roman than a Dane:
Here's yet some liquor left.
HAMLET
AS you arc a man,
Give me the cup: fet go; by heaven, I'll have it.
O good Horatio, what a wounded name,
If things remain unknown, shall live behind me!
If you did ever hold me in your heart
Stay in this harsh world awhile,
And draw your breath in pain,
To tell my story.

( March afar off, and shot within)

What warlike noise is this?

OSRIC
Young Fortinbras, returning with victory from Poland,
To the ambassadors of England gives
This warlike volley.
HAMLET
O, I die, Horatio;
The strong poison overcomes my spirit;
| cannot live to hear the news from England:
But | do prophesy the election lights
On Fortinbras: he has my dying voice;
So tell him more and less,
What has happened. The rest is silence.
Dies
HORATIO
Now cracks a noble heart. Good night, sweet prince;

May flights of angels sing you to vour rest!
March within

Enter FORTINBRAS and English Ambassadors. The ambassadors say that ROSEN-

CRANTZ and GUILDENSTERN are dead. FORTINBRAS claims the throne of

Denmark. HORATIO promises to tell the story of HAMLET.

PRINCL FORTINBRAS
Let four captains
Bear Hamilet, like a soldier, to the stage.
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For he was likely, had he been put on,

To have proved most royal: and, lor his passage,
The soldiers’ music and the rites of war

Speak loudly for him.

Take up the bodies: such a sight as this
Becomes the field, but here shows much amiss.
Go, order the soldiers to shoot,

A dead march. Exir, bearing off the dead bodies; sounds of shooting

Helpful Words & Notes

meddle (in) v — BMEIINBATLCS BO UTO-]1.

the king has laid a great wager on Hamlet's head — xopouis sakiioun na famiera
HAPH 113 DOABIUYVH CYMMY

to play — z¢. cocrazarecs, burned, exroBaTh

if his fitness speaks — cclin cMy DTO ya00HO

entertainment #7 — 30, U3BHHEHHY

al the odds — npu NHIIIHEX OYKAX

how ill all is here about my heart — Kak TAXCN0 ¥ MCH$ Ha CCPAILE

Joils 1 pl — pannpnl

sore distraction - MYUHTCHLHbLIN HETYT

WIONE ¥ — OCKOpPOUTh, 0DM/IETE

but in my terms of honour 1 stand alool — 1o B BONPOCAx YECTH 3 B CTOPOHE

bear a wary eye — CASIMTC 30PKHUM OKOM

palpable ¢ - OIYTUMBIN, OTUCTIHBLIA

bout # — NOCAMHOK, CXBATKA

dally v — 30. DUTHCH HE B [TOJIHYIO CHlY

in scuffling — B CXBATKL

they are incensed — 014 3a06LTHCH

treachery # — BePOIOMCTEO

villainy » — 3noacicTro

the foul practice — Mo04 noanocTe

treason 7 — U3MeHa, [PCAATCILCTBO

report me and my cause aright to the unsatisfied — nosesyin npapiy 060 mie
HEYTONACHHDbIM

antique Roman — pusuisinui onoxu Jpesiero Puma (MmeeTcs 8 BHAY HCIOBCK,
KOTOPBIH CKOPEC COBEPITIAT CAMOYOHKHCTBO, "IEM OYILCT KU Th HEUCCTHO)

volley 7 — saJinn

I do prophesy the election lights on Fortinbras — si npeapexkaio: u3dpanue naner
Ha DopTnHOpaca

such a sight as this becomes the field, but here shows much amiss — no100HLIH
BH/L [IPUCTOCH HA 00Je DUTBbI, 31CCH OH TATOTHT
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Activities 11

Answer the questions.

)
2)
3)
4)
3)
6)

7)
8)
9)

What would have happencd to Hamlet in England?

How did he find out about it?

What did he do about it?

What has happened to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?
What message does Osric have for Hamlet?

What is Hamlet’s reaction to the idea of a match with
Laertes?

What makes Hamlet confident that he will win it?

How does Hamlet explain the wrong he did to Laertes? v
How does Laertes respond to his apologies?

1y

10) What weapons are used in the match?

11} How many rounds does Hamlet win?

12} What does Claudius put in the wine?

13} What happens to Gertrude?

14) How does Claudius explain her death?

15) How does the duel end?

16) What does Laertes say before his death?

17) How does Hamlet react to his confession?

18) What favour does Hamlet ask of Horatio before he dies?
19y What does Fortinbras do when he arrives?

Say who: Vi
|} orders to set the jars of wine on the table. VII
2) acts as a judge at the duel.

3) refuses to drink during the match.

4) arrives together with Fortinbras.

5) orders to take away dead bodies.

Say whether the statement is true or false. Ifit is false, give the right answer.

1)
2)
3)

4)
J)

King Claudius has laid a great wager on Hamlet,

Hamlet is afraid to fight with Laertes.

Before her death the Quecn says that she has been poisoned
by the drink.

Hamilet does not want Horatio to tell the truth about him.
Fortinbras uses the opportunity to become king.
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Say why:

1)
2)
3)
4)

Hamlet sends Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to death,
Hamlet agrees Lo fence with Lacrtes.

Hamlet apologizes 1o Laertes.
Fortinbras orders a military funeral for Hamlet.

Prove that:

1y Laertes scratches Hamlel illegally.

2)  Laertes believes that he is justly killed.

3} [Fortinbras already behaves as a king.

What do vou think?

1} Laerles is preoccupicd with his honour. Can we say he has
any honour at all? Is he difterent from his father? Give your
opinion.

2)  Why do you think Hamlet is so concerned that Horatio stay alive
(o tell his story? How much is known to the court about it so far?

3} Why do you think Hamlet recommends Fortinbras as the
next king of Denmark? Does he hope that Fortinbras will
make the court clear of all wrong? What will happen to the
kingdom under Fortinbras? Give your opinion.

4y Inthe end Fortinbras has got his land back and revenged his

father’s death. Do vou think Hamlet realized that?

Make up a summary of the scene.

Final Discussion Questions.

y
2)

3)

4)

6)

Describe the main characters ol the play.

Who is Hamlet: a man of action or a thinker?

Do vou think Hamlet delays revenge because he's looking
for the truth and wants to be certain that he is justilied in car-
rving out the revenge or he is unwilling to carry out the duty
that he feels is right?

What is the price of HamletUs revenge? ocs Hamlet sce revenge
as a way (o change the cruel world? Does he achicve his aims?
Is Hamlet a loving and sincere son and friend?

o vou think Queen Gertrude and Ophelia have anything in
common? How are they different? How are women viewed in
general in the play? What makes them tragical characters?
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